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PREFACE. 


T HAT the author of the 
following letters was daugh- 
ter to a wealthy butcher of Paris, 


whoſe name was Poiſſon, and 
who gave her the fineſt education; 


that her accompliſhments natural 
and acquired attracted the ad- 
dreſſes of mr. Normand d'Etioles | 
a farmer-general, whoſe heart 


and hand were eaſily accepted; 


that ſhe now moved in a ſphere 


which drew a more dangerous 


A 3 notice, 


vi PREFACE. 
notice, beſtowing, with the title 
of marchioneſs de PoMPADOUR, 
for twenty years the guidance of 
France; and that ſhe ended a life 
of languor at the age of 44, in 
the year 1704; are anecdotes 
either diſcoverable from her let- 
ters, or immaterial to whoever 


can taſte them. 


Nor is it material to premiſe 
that the tranſlator. of theſe letters 
purchaſed the authenticated copies 
of the executor to the marchio- 
neſſes ſecretary, who died lately 
at Amſterdam, and who, for 

N what=- 


PREFACE. Fü 


whatever reaſons of delicacy, had 


forborn their publication. The 


letters will beſt evince their own . 


authenticity; which they who 
can, and they who cannot, under- 
ſtand, have equally no occaſion 


for inferior evidence. 


Many of the perſonages ad- 
dreſſed can ſtill doubtleſs produce 
their reſpective originals, which, 


however fingly excellent, could 


not to any be of ſo much value, 
as to him who had alone the op- 
portunity of amaſſing all the 
treaſures that enriched ſuch a 


number 
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wii PREFACE. 
number of different correſſ pon- 
dents. 


While the ſeveral letters ſo 
adapted to ſubject and object, 
throw at once light and ſhade on 
each other; while collectively they 
ſpeak a knowledge of public 
affairs with a capacity of directing 
them, inapplicable to any other 
than the author they claim; they 
account in ſome degree for her 
political influence in Europe, and 
prove no leſs pleaſing than au- 
thentic memoirs of that portion 
of the hiſtory of France. 


Nor 


Nor does it appear that our 
fair author finiſhed any other 
memoirs, which in one letter ſhe 

promiſes as poſtumous, though 
none could do her more honor, 
or the world more ſervice than 
theſe genuine delineations of a 
manly ſoul, which, as herſelf 


compliments a favorite friend, 


may ſometimes inhabit a female 
perſon. In theſe therefore he 
that runs may read, her ardor. 
for her country, her fondneſs for 


her friends, her zeal as well as abi- 
lity to promote merit and patro- q 
8 niſe | 


x PREFACE. 
niſe genius, to provide for the 


unprovided, and to protect virtue. 


But, as the epiſtolary, next to 
the colloquial, is the moſt natural 
manner of expanding one heart, 
and improving another; of con- 
veying ingenuity and exciting it, 
letters have one advantage over 
converſation, that each may be 
a permanent no leſs than perfect 


maſterpiece of art, without cea- 


ſing to be the occaſional and un- 


queſtioned offspring of nature. 


Theſe epiſtles thus, as eaſy as 


ever flowed from human pen, are 


2 each 


PREFACE ai 


each perhaps as accurate a little 
eſſay as, without ſhadow of method, 
ever took the epiſtolary form; 
nor, though viſibly unintended 
for the public eye, are they the 
leſs impregnated with native wit, 
or leſs ſweetened with delicacy of 
ſentiment. No wonder then if 
their ſtile be eaſy as it is natural, 
and elegant as it is eaſy; if each 
letter be a model in matter and 
manner, with due allowance to 
patriot- partiality nay if the very 
turn of the original remain with 
the thought, unviolated in the 
verſion. | | 


If 


xi PREFACE. 

If the french letters prove ſuch 
patterns of wit 1 of writing; and 
the tranſlations be found faithful 
pictures of them, either the french 
of the engliſh may ſuffice to thoſe 
who read only one of the langua- 
ges: but if mutual tranſlation be, as 
experience has ſhown it, the beſt 
means of improving any two 
tongues, learners have perhaps 
no better inſtruments of facilita- 
ting either in queſtion, than theſe 
familiar epiſtles in both languages. 


LETTER: I. 

To the duke of MIREPOIX, 1753. 
8 1 T is no ſecret to you. my lord- 

_ ** duke, that your letters always give 
me pleaſure. I dearly love the trifles 
you choſe and ſent me, for the ſake of 
the chooſer and ſender : _ other merit 
they ſurely have none. The engliſh 
can neither eat, nor live, nor work 
with taſte. TI ſincerely pity you for 
being doomed to live in the country 
of roaſt-beef and inſolence. You muſt 
doubtleſs be ſtill more expoſed than 
we, to the wretched | quibbles and 
wranglings of thoſe proud iſlanders. 
Vor. I. B They 


£.4 7 
'Fhey plainly are for war, and only 
want a plea. But the greateſt crime 
they impute to France, is that of 
reſtoring her marine. | 
The procedure of the britiſh parlia- 
ment in naturalizing the jews, aſto- 
niſhes all Europe. The old marſhal 
fays that the religion, laws, and man- 
ners of the iſraelites, render them in- 
capable of being either good citizens 
or good ſubjects: they are neceſſarily 
a ſeparate people, forming a ſtate 
within a ſtate; to whom, therefore, 
no privileges ſhould be granted, but 
with great diſcretion. Gold, which 
like love, puts all men on a level, is 
ſuppoſed the moſt cogent argument 


the. jews have employed on this occa- 
2 . 


—— 


{3 ] 

fion. France has long known that 
precious metal to be almighty in 

England, and that there every thing 
has its price; peace, war, juſtice, 
and virtue, You are much pleaſed 
with the politeneſs of king George's 
miniſters; not ſo are we with their 
politics. They have, like cardinal 
Mazarin, one great drawback on ne- 
potiation : their conſtant aim is to 
deceive. Take cate they do not ſuc- 
ceed, and think of your countly: and 
friends, 


{41 


LETTER 0.- 


To the ſame. 1733. 
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JN ſpite of all your hopes and pro- 

miſes, in ſpite of all the lies of 
che court of London, we look upon 
a war as unavoidable but without 
the leaſt alarm. The hearts of all the 


indiafis are ours; we have ſtout ſhips, 


a ftrong army, and good friends. 
Lord Albemarle, who minds his 


pleaſures more than his politics, has, 
however, preſented a long memorial, 


complaining, that at the inſtigation of 
the french, the american ſavages have 


— 1 begun to attack his nation. It is a 
71 ORG ſad 


t: #1 
ſad thing that fo ſolid a people can- 
riot-make itſelf beloved, and as ſhame- 
ful to complain of ſuch incapacity. 
This memorial deſerved no ſerious 
anſwer, and has had none. The ſaid 
ambaſſador has alſo complained that 
France ſhould be building ſhips : a 
complaint, which merited and met 
with juſt as ſerious an anſwer as the 
other. The king relies upon your 
zeal, your lights, and your vigilance, 
in this critical juncture: read, mark, | 
learn every thing, The engliſh are 
not very cunning : 1 do not think they 
will over-reach you. I beg my com- 
pliments to the dutcheſs *: ſhe is a 

Sg 5 a 


© — * 
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* — of Queenſberry. 


t 
lady I love for her wit and good-na. 
ture; qualities alike rare in her cou 
try, but ſo much the more valuable. 
Farewel, my lord-duke; take care of 
your health for the ſervice of the 
king, and the comfort of thoſe who 
love you, 1 have a notion that we 
ſhall quickly meet again. I ſhould be 
both glad and ſorry, for I do not 
like war; it never does much good, 
and always does much evil. 
Jam, &c. 1 


E #7 


LETTER II. 


To the lady Y the marſoal Puons' Es. 
18754. 


of kings and of the great: I abſo- 
lutely believe a groom happier than 
his maſter. How dear bought are the 


"ORE and more do I perceive 
how piteous is the condition 


4 


pomp, the glory, and all the gaudy 


gugaws, which the vulgar world is 
ſtupid enough to envy ! For my part, 
I ſhall own to you, that I have not 
had ſix plealant moments ſince I have 
been here. Every-body ftrives to 
pleaſe me, and almoſt every-body diſ- 

pleaſes me. The moſt ſprightly con- 
verſations give. me the head-ake; I 


"0: 4 gape 


E 
gape in the heart of entertainments, 
and conſtant experience teaches me, 
that vanity has no happineſs; yet the 
cup, bitter as it is, I muſt ſwallow, 
ſince I have taken it. The king is 
well, but he tires like other folks; and 
the ſquabbles of the clergy with the 
_ parliament, conduce nothing to his 
good- humor. The miniſters ſtrain 
hard to make up matters; but the 
prieſts will not bate a hairs-breadth, 
I cannot, however, imagine their con- 
feſſion- tickets to be ſo very neceſſary, 
or that God will baniſh an honeſt man 
his preſence, who dies without their 
paſports. I perſwade myſelf, on the 
contrary; that they are, for the moſt 
part, vain, ambitious, bad ſubjects 


to 


191 
to their king, and bad ſervants to 
their God. But their credit is, un- 
| fortunately, ſo high, for the ſacred- 
neſs of their character, and the fair 
cloke of religion, that one ſees ones- 


ſelf obliged to keep meaſures with 
them. The king is duly ſenſible that 
the parliament maintains the rights of 
his crown againſt the clergy, Who 
want to be independant; yet he finds 
himſelf, in a manner, forced to puniſh 
his friends, and to careſs his enemies. 
Such is the caſe of thoſe gods of the 
earth, adored at once and deſpiſed. 
Theſe quarrels affect not you, my 
dear friend, remote as you are from 
the ſcene; but me they do aflict, be- 
cauſe they afflict the beſt of kings. 

Pray 
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Pray we God to pour into his miniſ. 


ters the ſpirit of peace and charity, 
Have you ſeen our count *? I charged 
him wi.h a ſmall commiſſion :" NE: 38 
excellent at thoſe little things ; after 
that I have another to give him of the 
like importance: I know his talents, 
and muſt employ them ; talk to him, 


J embrace you tenderly. 


LI 


— La * R ht * W * 7 


* 'The count of Valbelle. 


** 


LETTER IV. 
To Mr. BERRIER. * 


E T us have no talk of thanks, 


gr had I known a more proper 


perſon than you, I ſhould have recom- 
mended him. Expreſs your gratitude 
to the king, by doing better than 
your predeceſſors ; that will be the 
fineſt compliment, and the only one I 
expect from you. Great integrity, 


and great. talents, are, eſpecially at 


preſent, indiſpenſable, for an employ- 


ment 


ä . 


* Who had been lieutenant of police at 
Paris, then controuler-general, and at length 
ſecretary of foreign affairs, 


L 

ment of ſuch importance; and for 
this reaſon have you been choſen. 
Some there are who pretend it impoſ- 
ſible for France to have a good ma- 
rine, or long to preſerve it; nay, they 
tell you it might produce a revolution 
in the government; that at leaſt the 
royal authority would ſuffer from it; 
that a great marine, and great trade, 
which 1s the conſequence of it, ſup- 
poſe the liberty of the ſubject, as 
in a mixt monarchy like England, or 
in a republic like Holland. Were that 
the caſe, there were not a ſyllable to be 
ſaid. I ſhould not be overjoyed to ſee 
the king deſcend from his throne, and 
from abſolute maſter, to become the 
| firſt ſlave of the ſtate, Do you think, 
4 ſir, 


W272 
fir, that the french are made for 
liberty, or that thoſe fine reaſonings 
are reaſonable ? It appears to me a 


bad excuſe for former miniſters, and 
cannot be a good one for their ſucceſ- 
ors. Proceed, therefore, ſir, with 
= and make the french name re- 

ſpected in either ſea, Your depart- 
ment is the moſt important, as the 
moſt difficult: the maſter at ſea is 
maſter at land. You will wonder 
that a woman ſhould talk of all that; 
but my ſituation is ſingular in every 


thing, like my fortune. I have found 


more than once that women may be 


in the right, and give good counſel ; 


your elevation is a recent inſtance. 


In the name of God and of France, 
do 


' 
| 
/ 
1 


4 
| 


* 


2 
e 
— 


A 
2 
QC 
Oo 
— 
WS 
2 
80 
Pe. 
& 
= 
© 
Po 
5 
> 
— 
4 
S | 
< 


* 


- 


do yourſelf honor, and me. 
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LETTER: V. 
To mr. DIDEROT, 


IR, I can do nothing in the mat- 
ter of the Encyclopedic Dictionary; 
that book is ſaid to contain maxims 
contrary to religion and the king's 
authority: if ſo, the book ſhould be 
burnt; if not ſo, the calumniators. 
But unfortunately your accuſers are 
eccleſiaſtics, and they will not be in 
the wrong. I know not what to think 


of all this; but I know what to do, | 
and that is to do nothing: prieſts are 
too dangerous antagoniſts, Mean- 


time every body ſpeaks well of you, 
eſteems your merit, honors your 
virtue. 


T 

virtue. On theſe teſtimonies, ſo glo- 
rious to you, I believe you almoſt in- 
nocent, and ſhall rejoice to oblige you 
in aught elſe. The proſcription of 
the Encyclopedia, is a point reſolved 
upon the depoſition of the devotees, 
who are not always the moſt upright 
or moſc authentic evidences in the 
world. If the book is not ſuch as 
they pronounce it, I cannot but pity 
you, and deteſt hypocriſy and falſe 
zeal, till you afford me a happier op- 
portunity of doing you ſervice. &c. 


ſe 


LETTER Vi. 


Ts the marchions of BRETEUIL-: 
March, 1754: 
Ow you-an anſwer, and make it 
| with much pleaſure. You ſee that 
in a country not famed for memory, 
I do not forget my friends. There 
are ſome people pleaſed to repreſent 
me as a haughty intereſted woman, 
incapable of taſting and loving merit. 


You know how far ſuch verdicts are 


juſt : but I own that they grieve me, 


becauſe I know them unjuſt, and 
perhaps would grieve me more, knew 
1 them otherwiſe : for in ſuch caſe, | 


truth provokes more than falſchood. 
Vow hk. $7 I am 
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[1 
I am not haughty, for I live familiarly 
with thoſe I value : as for others, I 
take no pleaſure in vexing or diſplea- 
ſing them. I cannot be deemed in- 
tereſted, ſince I ſpend ſo much money, 
often to oblige my enemies, and 
oftener the ungrateful. Nor am 1 
incapable of loving merit, tenderly 
as. I love you, and ardently as I ſeize | 
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every opportunity of giving you de- 
monſtrations. Very happy I am to 
have now found a new one: but do 
you know, madam, that I am mon- 
ſtrouſly angry? How dare you men- 
tion to me the vacancy about the 
queen? Do you fancy yourſelf 
ever out of my head? I ought to 


puniſh you, by concealing from you 
= what 


1 L 
1 what has happened: but my heart, 
which J always conſult, will not let 
A me. I inform you therefore that you 
1 | were named to that place, before I 
I received your letter. I will not tell 
3 you who the perſon is that propoſed 
you, and has ſucceeded in it. Know 
only that it is a perſon wholely yours, 
and who will receive no compliments. 
I believe 1t may be proper for you to 
come quickly and thank the king, 
as well as embrace me. 
You will ſee here a tall raw-boned 
fellow“, black as a devil, hating, 
like Charles the twelfth, women and 
pleaſures; but fond like him to diſ- 
Eo traction, 
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Monſieur Courtin, a famous partizan. 


[ "2%: 7] 
traction, of war and glory. He did 
us much miſchief in the laſt war, and 


is come with an offer of his ſervices, 
to do as much to the engliſh on the 
firſt occaſion, which will come perhaps 
but too ſoon. I here conclude in 
order to go to ſupper, and then to the 
ſpleen. Farewel, my fair mar- 
chioneſs: love every body, but me 
molt... 0s 
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LETTER VII. 


To the counteſs of BRANCAS, 


Vo made me laugh with your 
little biſhop, is it indeed true 


that he could amuſe himſelf in his 
coach with ſticking patches on the 
face of the fair dutcheſs? I do not 
take that to be an epiſcopal function; 
but it is a pleaſing one, and much 
were it to be wiſhed, that prieſts 
never did more harm. But leaving 
the reverend father in God, let us talk 
of ourſelves, my dear friend. Do 
you love me ſtill more than you did 
laſt week? For my part, I find I love 

& 3 you 
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1 
you more and more every day, and 
that your affection is become to me 
indiſpenſable: I languiſh when 1 


do not ſee you. Let thoſe miſcreants, 


who pretend that women cannot love 
one another, come to us, and learn. 
I have many acquaintances, many 
moſt humble ſervants of both ſexes, 
whom I ſee without pleaſure, and 
quit without regret. There muſt be 


a good heart, a ſprightly wit like | 


yours, to pleaſe me. | The king is gone 


a hunting in the moſt outrageous 


weather ; he laughs at it, he has a 
caſe of iron. As for the puny lords 


that are made of chawed paper, it is 


quite another thing with them. But 
they muſt follow their maſter, and 
make 
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Bn 
make the beſt of it. . During that 


time, as one muſt do ſomething, 1 


ſaunter in my gallery, gaze at my 


pictures, yawn, and write. Do not 
you think me very happy ? Voltaire's 
new tragedy has been performed here? 
It is amazing that that old fellow 
ſhouid ſtill be getting children ſo beau- 
tiful and fo vigorous. He is a non- 
ſuch, that Voltaire: nobody has 
more the knack, even at this day, of 
making one either laugh or cry. | 
Do, pray, Madam, bring me your 
little daughter; I will kiſs her, and will 
marry her for you, if you pleaſe, I 
dearly love her, becauſe I dearly love 


whatever belongs to you and reſem- 


bles you. But I hear a noiſe: ſome 


imper- 


- 


C 4 


E 1 

impertinents come to carry me to 4 
petty ſup;er, and oblige me to break 
off my letter and my pleaſure. To- 
morrow I hope to reſume them. 

Getting out of bed, I begin with 
wiſhing you a good morning. I fore- 
ſaw I ſhould have the ſpleen yeſter- 
day, and gueſſed right. How won- 
drous well contrived are the decorums 


of the world! The company did not 


pleaſe me : they were very civil, very 
inſipid people, whoſe flatteries made 8 
me ſick. They laughed at all the fine 4 
things I had not ſaid, and would per- 
{wade me in ſpite of my heart, that 


I wanted to ſhine among them. Take 


my word, my dear, all flatterers are 
fools that imagine others like them- 


2 ſelves, 


L 


K 


[ 25 ] 


ſelves. There were alſo ke fine 


women, w ho ſeemed to ſay to the 


men: lere is my face, admire it. 


What torments, my dear counteſs, 


are thoſe petty ſuppers ' that are 
thought fo pleaſing and delightful ! I 


am almoſt convinced .that there is 


hardly a perfon preſent not ſtifling a 


yawn, when every one is crying out, 


what joy ! For my part, I there have 
none: but in compenſation, I never 
fail to catch a hearty ſpleen and a 
good head. ake. Such is the pleaſant 
life I lead, and which I wiſh to all 
my enemies. There 1s no public 
news; but a world of private adven- 


tures, intrigues, and meanneſſes. I 


ſtill hear thoſe who tattle them to me z 
but 


[- 6 ] 

but I deſpiſe them, and they no longer 
divert me as formerly : which makes 
me hope my heart mends. Why do 
you not bid me have done ? -I can 
well ſuppoſe my letter long enough, 
though not for myſelf who love to 
write to you, yet at leaſt for you whom 
T am tiring. Let me now read it over. 
Strange what ſtuff! I find in it but 
one thing that you will approve: the 
marks of friendſhip I give you. All 
that part is good and genuine. As 
for the reſt, I would adviſe you not 
do read it, had you not already done ſo. 
I am, &c, 8 
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LETTER VII. 


To the duke of MIREPOIX, 1755- 


OU are, my lord, a charming 


correſpondent for a woman : but 


we are afraid you may not be watch- 


ful enough over the motions of the 


engliſh. It ſeems evident that they 
have ſome great deſign in view: they 
are making vaſt armaments in all 
their ports, they are tranſporting 
to America troops and ſtores of every 
kind, Yet we think it extraordinary 
that you ſhould be conſtantly repea- 
ting in all your diſpatches, that the 


king of England is ſtill our good 


friend, and has no ill intention againſt 


Us. 
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us. You know better than I that the 
whole ſecret of politics conſiſts in 
lying properly, and that kings can 
tell lies like other men, It were 
ſhameful that in thoſe matters a 
frenchman ſhould prove the dupe of 
the engliſh; and I am greatly afraid 
of your being ſo, unleſs you keep 
well on your guard, both for your 
own reputation and the honor of 
your friends. There is, for inſtance, 
a certain general Braddock, who has 
commenced hoſtilities in America: it 
15 impoſſible he ſhould have dared to 
act without orders: and if he has re- 
ceived any, you ſee that your good 
friends of England are knaves, and 
laugh at us. Things cannot remain 


EE 


TE © 2 


as they are: we ſhall quickly know 


what to depend on. But in the mean 
time J dread your returning abruptly 
hither, with the ſhame of being out- 
witted in politics by the worſt politi- 
cians upon earth. Did that happen, 

I. ſhould be much grieved, as well on 
your account as my own; for you 
know with what zeal I have ever been 
and ſhall ever be diſpoſed to ſerve 
you. I ſalute you with all my heart: 
take care of your glory and our in- 
tereſts, 


I am, &c. 
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LETTER IX. 


To the ſame. 1753. 
O U have at laſt deceived us, my 
lord-duke, by having firſt been 


deceived yourſelf; but it ſeems ſtrange 
that you ſhould have been ſo. How 


is it poſſible that the king of England 
ſhould have given an order ſo unjuſt 
and worthy the age of Attila, without 
your having conceived the ſmalleſt 
ſuſpicion of it? Two men of war and 
above three hundred merchant-ſhips 


ſeized in the midſt of peace, and 


- without declaration of war! After 


that, boaſt again the juſtice and hu- 
manity of the engliſh, The king was 
amazed, 


1 


amazed, and the whole nation is pro- 


voked: no mortal would ever have 


believed them capable of commencing 


war like the pirates of Algiers. Our 


miniſters are very ſenſible that all 


their repreſentations to the court of 


London will be to no purpoſe rob- 


bers do not take to reſtore. Vet it is 


a procedure indiſpenſable to the glory 


of our ſovereign, to keep up the 


forms of juſtice even with the unjuſt. 


Europe will then ſee with aſtoniſh- 


ment his moderation, and the guilt of 


his enemies. „ „ . 
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LETTER X; 


To the ſame. June, 1755. 


1 Think with your excellency that 

you can no longer ſtay decently 
at London, and we hope to ſee you 
quickly here, I know not what may 
be the event of this war, but if for- 
tune take the ſide of juſtice, WC have 
nothing to fear. Our marine is 
ſaid to be on a pretty good foot, and 
ſufficient to make head againſt the 
engliſh : God grant It may | Yet not- 
withſtanding the promiſes and confi- 
dence of our miniſters, the king 18 


2 


not without uneaſineſs; nor 1 the 


4 9 


on Ic ; IS a foa- * we are going 


to 


( 33 1 
to have, and the ſea does not ſeem the 
element of the french. It may even 
be ſaid that they love it not: be this 
as it will, we ſhall do what we can. 
Do not fail to bring with you an ex- 
act ſtate of the naval force of the 
engliſh, the number of their ſhips, of 
their ſailors, of their troops by ſea and 
land. Inform yourſelf with addreſs 
of their deſigns, of their negotiations 
with the princes of the continent, of 
their reſources, ſchemes, &c. Every 
body is perſwaded that we ſhall 
have the ſuperiority by land, and 
of this there is all the likelihood in the 
world; ſo that whatever loſſes we may 
ſuſtain by ſea, the continent will make 
us amends; and the worſt that can 
Vor. . "> come 


[ 34 ] 
come will be ſuch a peace as that of 
Aix-la-chapelle, by which all the 
powers, after being drained of men 
and money, found themſelves pretty 
nearly where they had ſet out: for the 
time of making conqueſts is paſt. It 
18 ſuppoſed that king George has 
found himſelf forced to take this vio- 
lent ſtep ſo derogatory to his honor: 
the merchants of London, by their 
credit, their money, and their cla- 


mors, lead their monarch by the noſe, 


and oblige him to make war, what- 
ever be his inclination for peace. 
You ſee, my lord-duke, there are in- 
conveniences everywhere: in abſolute 
monarchies, kings can do what ill 
they pleaſe; in mixt monarchies, 
. they 
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part let us endeavor always to do it, 


by loving and ſerving our ſovereign 


and our friends. 


I am, th, 
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LETEFER- AL 

To the dutcheſs of AIGUILLON. 1755. 
1 Grieve with you for the death of 
mr. de Monteſquieu : he was a 
great man and a good citizen ; highly 
worthy to be your friend. I imagine 
the Sorbonne . will leave his aſhes at 
reſt: it is a cowardly and an unwor- 
thy action to attack the dead. Father 


Caſtel boaſts of having made him dy 


a good chriſtian, as if he had not been 


a good chriſtian before. For my part, 


I think all perſons of honor and 
merit are ſuch, though by being more 
modeſt, they make leſs noiſe than 
others, and are free alike from preju- 

L | dice 


THF © 
dice and from fanaticiſm, The king 
eſteemed that illuſtrious perſonage, 
and was touched with the loſs of him. 
His petty performances, the temple of 
Gnidus and fo forth, were my delight. 


As for his ſpirit of the laws, I had 
neither time, nor perhaps capacity to 


read it: thoſe profound peruſals ſuit 
but few women. He is ſaid to have 


left in your hands ſome intereſting 


papers; I doubt not of your commu- 
nicating them to the public, when 
time ſhall have afforded ſome abate- 


ment to your grief, The manner in 


which you mourn your friends, ſhows. 


how worthy you are to poſſeſs them. 
I have the advantage of being in the 
number, and this is one of the bleſ- 


ns ſings 
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If I can be 


of any uſe to you on this occaſion, 


- 


deny me not, madam, the pleaſure 
Ge. 


of obl 
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ſings that I value moſt. 


iging you. 
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LETTER xi 


To the dutcheſs of cCHAROST.* 1755. 


are doing at Verſailles : we are 


talking politics, we are beating the 
engliſh ; we are ſometimes thinking 
of peace too. As your heart is fond 
of thoſe topics, and my head is unfor- 
tunately full of them, let us have one 
quarter of an hour's friendly chat; 
after which, my fair dutcheſs, if your 
head akes, you ſhall go to the play. 
To begin then, I muſt tell you that 


the king 1s of a peaceful temper, he 
has never forgot the leſſons his great 


D 4. | gr and- 


Lady of honor to the queen. 
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[ 49 ] 
grandfather g gave him on that ſubject, 
when he was but a child, . Yet he 
finds himſelf this day forced to draw 
the ſword, in order to vindicate his 
honor and that of his crown. Were 
you to read in any hiſtory theſe words: 
<« and the king of that people ſeiſed 
& and confiſcated to his own uſe and 
« ſervice three hundred ſhips of a 


& neighboring nation, who was 


« carrying on her trade at ſea under 


ce the protection of treaties ; and all 
& the men found on board were loaded 
<« with irons and caſt into dungeons :* 


you would immediately aſk whether 


this did not happen among cannibals; 
never dreaming that it was the humane 


king of a humane people that atchieved 
the 
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the glorious deed. It ſeems as if the 
ſavages of England had a juſtice, like 


a religion, of their own, which ſtops 
not their modeſt mouths from calling 
upon general juſtice. One would think 
however thoſe fearleſs good folks em- 


barraſſed at the very firſt ſtep: they 


are making a ſtrange pother in the 
north, to ſtir us up enemies, and de- 


fenders. for the territory of Hanover. 


That fame fweet country of Hanover 


puts me in mind of what mr. de Mau- 
repas ſaid jocularly one day, that it 


was doubtleſs in friendſhip to the 


french that the engliſh had ſet the 
illuſtrious houſe of Hanover on the 


throne, and taken for their king the 
laſt of the nine great vaſſals of the 


holy 
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1 
holy roman empire. Till then they 
might almoſt hug themſelves that they 
had nothing to fear, but the fall of the 


firmament. But now they muſt come 
and fight upon land to defend the 


deſarts of that miſerable electorate: 


they muſt exhauſt themſelves by 
continental wars and alliances, till 
at length they fink under the weight 
of their debts and loſſes. The king 
is reſolved to ſet the engliſh an exam- 
pe of juſtice and moderation. Reſti- 
tation of our ſhips will be demanded, 
and upon refuſal, the recourſe muſt 
be to the laſt argument of kings. It 
is believed the dutch will accept the 
neutrality that ſhall be offered them : 
their treaties with our enemies are 


binding 


tas] 


binding only in caſe of invaſion, and 


we have no thoughts of invading their 
iland: there are other places enough 
where they may meet with their match. 

Farewel, my dear dutcheſs, I am 
at the end of my politics : thoſe mat- 
ters do not over-much become a fine 
woman. But for me, who am almoſt 
paſt my days of pleaſing, any occupa- 
tion is proper, ſo it keep me out 
of languor, and afford me an oppor- 
tunity of obliging thoſe I love. 

I am, &c, 


tea 1 


LETTER XIII. 


To the marquis of ALBRET, * 1755- 
au have given us a piece of 

good news; this converſion of 
the prince of Heſſe is a miracle of 
grace and policy: thus God, in his 
unſearchable wiſdom, makes ſome- 
times uſe of human means to work 
ſupernatural wonders. That good 
prince conld never have turned catho- 
lic more ſeaſonably for us or for him- 
ſelf. The engliſh will blaſpheme, 
and we ſhall bleſs heaven, But they 
ſay the old duke, who is a devotee 


1 


— 


* Ambaſſador at Vienna. 


[ 45 J 
in his old faith, beholds with no great 
pleaſure the late conduct of his ſon, 
and it is feared may rendet it fruitlefs. 
After all, will not the young prince 
be maſter upon his father's death ? and 
who can then compel him to fell his 
conſcience to the enemies of his new 
religion The engliſh, and the fox of 
the north will doubtleſs make noiſe 
enough, and will not fail to urge the 
important plea of the proteſtant reli- | 
gion, though to hint it by the way, 
religion does not ly very near their 
hearts. But we muſt let them be 
bawling, and improve every mercy 
of providence. | 


I have you always in mind, my 


dear marquis; and beg of you to be 
| per- 


[ 46 J 
perſwaded that I ſhall let flip no op- 


faithful 


iging you, 
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LETTER XIV. 
To the count d AF RI. I755. 


HE negotiation of the engliſh 

in Ruſſia was already ſuſpected 
here, and our miniſters appear not 
much alarmed at it. What can king 
George do with the fifty thouſand bar- 
barians he is bidding for? Beſides, 
we have other views here, and an equal 
wager might be laid that the czarina 
will break, before ſix months £0 
about, her treaty with king George. 
We are no longer in the days of laſt- 
ing alliances, and the intereſts of the 
princes of Europe change now almoſt 


I every 


1 48 } 

every new moon. We expect how- 
ever that the prince of Heſſe, ſince he 
muſt ſell his troops, will ſell them to 
honeſt buyers : who can hinder him ? 
We are always much pleaſed with you, 
and with the diſpoſitions of the dutch 
towards us. If they had any diſtruſt, 
the king is readily diſpoſed to put 
Dunkirk into their hands till the 
peace, as a pledge of his honor. If 
they refuſe it, and reſt ſatisfied with 
his word, they will do him juſtice; 
and that will prove their having no 
bad opinion of us. 

I had already heard of the fine Me- 
meirs of the marchioneſs of Pompadour, 
which are vending in Holland. 1 
ſuppoſe with you that they come ori- 
gina'ly 


tel. 

ginally from England, full as they 
are of palpable falſehoods, of the 
groſſeſt blunder and abuſe. 144 The 
engliſh are incapable of writing: they 
have more paſſion than reaſon. Be 
this as it may, were it poſſible to ſup- 
preſs that ſweet book, I ſhould not be 
ſorry, for my own ſake and for the 
ſake of truth, which ſhould in all 
things be regarded. True it is that 
none but engliſhmen and footmen 
can either read or credit it: but it is 
diſagreable to prove the paſtime of 
engliſhmen and footmen. See, dear 
ambaſſador, what is to be done, and 
what can be done. I muſt however 
thank you for your letters. and correſ- 
pondence : nothing can be more en- 

Vol. I. > tertaining 


E 
tertaining to me, or more uſeful in 
my preſent ſituation. The king has a 
conſtant eſteem for you, who have 
 ferved him with zeal and ſucceſs in a 
Very critical juncture: be aſſured you 
Hall have no reaſon to repent it. The 
dutch ambaſſador ſpeaks highly of 
you, and fays that you have in his 
country the reputation of a man of 
honor, and of a great miniſter : which 
is very lucky for the king's affairs, 
and gives great ſatisfaction to all who 
wiſh you ſo well as I do, and neglect 
ns occafion of ſhowing it, Sc. 


LE TTER XV. 


To madam DUBOCAGE, 


W TH much gratitude do 1 

own the pleaſure I received in 
the poem you ſent me. If the diſco- 
very of Chriſtopher Columbus had 
not eterniſed his memory, your verſes 


would render him immortal. You 
make him in love, as Eneas with his 
Dido. All that is gallant and natural : 


love is the paſſion of great men, and 


prompts them to merit glory, pro- 


vided it turn not their head. Never 


was, I believe, Columbus ſo ſweetly 
_ Tung, or by ſo fine a mouth. You 
make him moreover an excellent chriſ- 
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1 
tian; and ſo he wants for no Kind of 
merit. I know not what our good 
friend Voltaire will ſay : he has ſome- 
where aſſerted that women are capa- 
ble of doing whatever men do, and 
that the only difference between the 
ſexes is that ours is more amiable. I 
am tempted to believe him in the 
right, eſpecially after reading your 


columbia ; and I can well imagine 


him jealous; for I have obſerved 
above a thouſand verſes that he muſt 


with to have written. Afford me, 


pray, madam, an opportunity of 


obliging you, and of expreſſing how 


truly 


Jam, &c. 
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LETTER XVI. 
To mr. ROUVILLEY* 1956, 


y 0 U know, ſir, the king's reſo- 
lution, and muſt doubtleſs com- 


ply with it. I grant that the ſtep is 
rather mortifying and unneceſſary: 


the engliſh have not ſeized our ſhips 


to reſtore them. Private perſons, it 


is true, ſometimes have remorſes ; j 


kings never. Write however to the 
miniſter Fox: that word is, they 
fay, equivalent to renard. 1 wiſh he 
may not act like one. If the king is 
denied juſtice, all Europe will learn 

E 3 it 


* Miniſter for the marine. 


[ 4 1 
it with indignation, and we may take 
vengeance on pirates, with a certainty 
of being approved by all people and 
princes, who underſtand the laws of 
public equity and honor. Let your 
letter be moderate, but ſtrong, and 
worthy the ſovereign you ſerve. Mr. 
d' Afri writes me word that the engliſh 
ambaſſador at the Hague takes great 
pains to convince the dutch that they 
are bound to act againſt us, and him- 
ſelf takes no leſs to convince them of 
the contrary; nor is it improbable 
that he may be better heard, having 
Juſtice and reaſon on his ſide. The 
honeſt goſſips of Henry IV. are too 
wile to embark in a war, whence they 
could 


f 85 } 


could bring neither honor nor profit. | 
They remember beliges, that the Jaſt 


coſt them pretty dear, and 10 it is not 


thought they will depart from the ſage 
reſolution they have taken, Mean- 


time, fir, in your department, which 
is without diſpute the moſt delicate, 
omit no means of keeping fair with 
Mynhyrs : aſſure them in all your diſ- 
patches and inſtructions of the king's 


eſteem and friendſhip. Thoſe little 


compliments are nothing in them- 
ſelves, and yet produce. always good 
effects. The marquis of Louvois 
made twenty enemies to Lewis XIV. 
by his haughtineſs and inſolence to- 


wards foreign princes. Let us be 
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Farewel, 


and- without cowardice. 


fir; I think and ſpeak always well 


of you, 
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LETTER XVII. 


wo the marſhal-duke 1 BEL LIS E. 
March, 17 56. 

| O U ſee, marſhal, that the 
cockneys of Paris, in their idle 
chat, may ſometimes give good hints, 


and good counſels. Jou approve the 


expedition of Minorca, and indeed it 
will be comical to go to a place where 

the engliſh ſo little expect us, inſtead 
of going to London, where they ſo 
dread to ſee us. I do not know king 


George's miniſters: but thoſe folks 


have certainly loſt their ſenſes, and 
are become ſupremely ridiculous. 
They know not what they would be at, 

{I or 


_ 

or what they would not be at; and in- 
ſtead of preparing to attack, as being 
the aggreſſors, they dream only of 
defending their country againſt an 

invaſion which they fear, but which 
they ought not to fear at leaſt till after 
a long unſuccesful war. Every body 
allows mr. de la Galiſſoniere to be 
the fitteſt man for commanding the 
Toulon- fleet; and beſides there is no 
great danger: thanks to the profound 
wiſdom of the engliſh miniſtry, there 
are no enemies in the mediterranean. 
The duke of Richelieu has been re- 
commended for the ſiege of Port- ma- 
hon. That man thinks himſelf fit for 
every thing, preſents himſelf to every 
thing, and obtains every thing. He 


is 


| [ 59 J 
is a bold buſtler, and a good ſpeakers 
he is beloved and employed. God 


2 grant he may ſucceed, though many 


people would be both ſurprized and 
ſorry! You have good reaſon to ſay 
that the ſituation of the poor prince 
of Heſſe is unlucky. The engliſh, 
by their intrigues and the fanaticiſm of 
his own ſubjects, have compelled him 
to {ell them his troops. With this 
aſſiſtance and their hanoverians, they 
will have an army in Germany; which 
will be commanded, they ſay, by the 
duke of Cumberland: a general, who 
never beat any thing but a handful of 
ſcots, and who will, I hope, be as 
great in Germany, as he was in Flan- 
ders during the late war. It js aſſured 
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them. | 


9 
that our good friend the king of 
Pruſſia is on the point of accepting 


the money proffered him by the engliſh 


for fighting his own battles: nor did 
he ever a& any other part. It muſt 


be owned, marſhal, that a very odd 


war is preparing. There was a pri- 
vate quarrel between France and Eng- 
land, and that ſpark ſhall kindle 
Europe. One would think juſtice 
and probity were made only for the 
people: princes ſet themſelves - above 
Continue me your leſſons 
upon theſe wretched politics, ſince, 
by the oddity of my fate, I am 
obliged to take part in them, and ſo 
to know ſomething about them, 
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judgement, and the nation beholds 


you with reverence. 


theſe 
hopes. 
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LETTER XVIII. 


To the lady of the marſhal dE TRE ESG. 
March, 1756. 
ELIEVE me, my reſpectable 
friend, it is not my fault that the 
marſhal has not the command of the 
Minorca-expedition. But thoſe who 
have much art, prevail generally over 
thoſe who have only much merit. 
The duke of Richelieu has promiſed 
every thing, and for every thing his 
word has been taken. However, this 
is a ſmall matter, of two months at 
moſt. The marſhal will be employed 
on another ſtill more important occa- 
ſion. He is deſtined to command an 
3 army 
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army in Germany, and will have to 
do with an old acquaintance the duxe 


of Cumberland. whom I fancy he 
does hot much fear. Count Saxe 
called that ſame duke a gaſcoon who 
never kept his word: in fact, he 
had promiſed to come to Paris in 1745, 


or to eat his boots: he did not come to 


Paris, he did not eat his boots, and. 


yet we ſtill look for him. 
I was much grieved for the death 


of your niece: a young perſon fo 
handſom and fo virtuous, deſerved a 


longer life, if indeed life be a bleſſing, 


which I am far from thinking it. 
I conceive and partake the pain ſuch 


a loſs muſt have coſt you: why can I 


afford you no conſolation ? We hope 


to 
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to ſee you ſoon at Verſailles: This I 
deſire more than any body for your 
oven intereſt and my peculiar ſatisfac- 
tion. I ſalute you, madam, tenderly, 
and beg to be believed that I think 
of nothing but of ſerving and loving 
you. &e. | 
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LETTER XIX. 
To the duke of BOUFLERS. 1736. 


1 Received this morning a beautiful 

and important letter from you, 
and then another from Holland, in 
which I am told that the engliſh have 
been proclaiming a general faſt to 
bring down the bleſſing of God upon 
their arms. I know not whether faſt- 
ing be good for winning battles : but 
I do know that, in order to pleaſe 
God, we muſt not commit injuſtice, 
or pretend to make him partner in our 
crimes. I ſhall not faſt for the proſ- 


perity of France; but I ſhall recom- 
mend her to the juſtice of heaven and 
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to the arms of our ſoldiers. Marſhal 
Turenne uſed to ſay that God was 
ever for the largeſt ſquadrons. Where- 
fore, as heaven is deaf to the prayers 
of the weak, we ſhall take care to 
have a good army, and to put at its 
head a more than match for the duke 
of Cumberland, who is to be ſent 
againſt us, as we are aſſured. I ſin- 
cerely pity the poor prince of Heſſe. 


His converſion will be of uſe to none 


but himſelf : which is matter of regret. 
I 2m charmed to learn the ſucceſs of 
your negotiation: it will appeat 
ſtrange to all Europe; but it is neceſ- 
ſary, and conſequently natural. Your 
germans ſeem not incapable of hear- 
ing reaſon: may God keep them in 
0 . their 


ar) 2, <> 2 "5 * { K — 
— v4 OED F "0.0" Y PRs — 2 — ä ITS _ 7 FE 
* — +. = — Tomy IJ >> — * — — 


— In 


1 wage, — — I 5 Fr 
. a * 2 
uti i LU ing r * 
1 . — a Sas — 


— EEEY 5 Ne" a — —— — . — h EET IIGE 


* 


& c. 


# 


you all the health needful for 


L 3 
their good way of thinking, and give 
ſerving your country, and getting 


us friends: 
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LETTER 2x 


To the count TRESSAN,* May 6, 1756. 


110 | W I TH much pleaſure have I 
| INNER 
$: 4 


read your letter and your fine 
verſes: for which I would thank you, 


did I deſerve them. 
excelled in proſe, but was till now a 


I knew that you 


ſtranger to your talent for the language 
of the Gods and of flattery. You are 
however a charming flatterer: one 
can neither believe you, nor be angry 


with you. What you ſay of king 


Staniſlaus is true and touching: he is 
a great man, becauſe he is beneficent 
and 


— 


2 S 
ma 


*. Commandant in Lorrain. 


4 & 1 


and humane. He bears a_— | 


countenance, like his worthy daughter, 


the ſtamp of virtue. The lorrains 


adore him, ſtrangers admire him, and 
wiſh, but vainly wiſh, that their maf- 
ters reſembled him. Every time 1 


have ſeen that good prince, I have 


been ſtruck with a veneration, which 


1s doubtleſs the natural tribute the 


wicked themſelves pay to virtue. I 
have always had a high eſteem for the 
marchioneſs of Bouflers, and ſo am 
duly ſenſible of her remembrance: I 
pray you, count, pay her my civilities 
and tender her my ſervice. 

They ſay the king of Poland has a 
dwarf that is a prodigy, and performs 
a thouſand ſprightly tricks, though he 
F3 cannot 
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cannot be made to comprehend that 
there is a God. I wiſh I ſaw him; but as 
that 18 impracticable, I muſt not think 
of it. Do, pray, tell me ſomething 
about him the very firſt opportunity. 
I moſt cordially embrace the counteſs 
and your pretty children. Be well 
aſſured that 1 ſhall not forget you, 
whenever my remembrance can be of 


any ſervice, &c. 
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LETTER XXL 


To the marquis de la GALISSONIERE. 

May, 1736. 
AM greatly obliged to you, mar- 
quis, for your attention, and 


charmed with your victory over the 
engliſh, both for your ſake and ours. 


The ſea-gods are not accuſtomed to 


defeats on their own element : but 

you will bring them into the practice. 
Come, fir, and enjoy the glory with 
the rewards you deſerve : nobody will 
ſee you with more pleaſure than my- 
ſelf, who am, &c. 
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LETTER XXI. 
To the count of STAR EM BER G. 
| | TYNE, 17356. 
R. Rouille has preſented to me 


the honor of your letter. For 
you I have all the eſteem that is due 


to the miniſter of a great queen, 


whoſe confidence you have earned by 


your integrity and abilities. The 


zeal with which you exert yourſelf to 


promote the important negotiation at 
preſent on foot, will gain you the 


gratitude of your country and of 


France. Three hundred years have 


the auguſt houſes of Auſtria and 
The cardinal 
of 


France been enemies. 


CIS I 
of Richelieu augmented the breach; 
their intereſts had divided them, and 
their intereſts are about to reunite 
them. Never would Charles VI. who 
hated France ſo mortally, have ima- 
coined that his daughter could make 
alliance with her. But this new ſyſ⸗ 
tem, however extraordinary, is juſt 
and natural, becauſe it 1s neceſſary 
and fo that prince would have ap- 
proved it. As for the ſucceſs of our 
arms, it is in the hands of providence: 
but if heaven protect juſtice and good 
faith, it will declare for us; and, as 
we muſt help ourſelves, we ſhall ex- 


ert all our efforts to ſerve our friends 


and to confound our enemies. I have 


the honor, &c. 
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LETTER XXIII. 


To the counteſs of BRIENNE, * 
| + July, 1756. 
dear friend, we are all in joy; 


you muſt partake it. The at- 


tempt upon Minorca was at firſt 


counted raſh : now it has ſucceeded, | 
it is conſtrued a preſage of new ſuc- 
ceſſes, and a thinz entirely natural. ] 
The marquis de la Galiſſoniere has 7 
ſcattered the engliſh fleet, and the l 
duke of Richelieu has taken fort St. 1 
Philip by ſtorm. Thoſe are happy t 
events, to which we are not accuſ- 1 
tomed | g 


* Lady to the count of that name, of the 
houſe of Lorrain, and maſter of the horſe, 


E 
tomed in our naval wars with the eng- 
liſh, and therefore the more pleaſing 
and the more important. Our ſoldiers 
ſhowed an aſtoniſhing intrepidity and 
paſſion for glory. Marſhal Richelicu 
finding that riot and debauchery were 
killing him great numbers, and making 
vaſt - havoc in the army, gave out in 
orders that, whoever ſhould get drunk 
for the future, ſhould be denied the 


honor of mounting the trenches, that 


is, the honor of having his head 


broke. This menace made ſuch 
impreſſion on thoſe brave fellows, 
that thenceforward not a ſoul was ſeen 


in liquor. Mpere is the point of honor 


going to ſettle ?: would Moliere have 


laid, The city of Paris is about to 
make 


2 
— 2 . 
8 n ä 
. 37 4 * ä 
= hg i 
ww 5; Ks - 


A I Sod Ee, FL 
. BB 
oh er denn de 

. * * CRE OY 5 

2 204 R 1 8 

RARE EE LEFT 
: * nb = 
= En 


” 
— — 
< — . 
py * 
P 
* ' Bo. 
_ — 222 : 
mp LA * * 
r we 
> ＋ * — — 
AD = - 5 8 


f = 

make great rejoicings; and, for my 
part, I ſhall do my beſt. They have 
brought me a very pretty ſong of 
Collet upon this conqueſt; I have 
given him fifty louisdors, and the 
king a penſion of four hundred livres. 
Everybody ſhould be happy, poets 
not excepted, in the public joy. Tell, 
if you will, the great man, that he 
may come and ſee me this week, pro- 
vided he be entertaining, and make 
me laugh. Farewel, my dear friend, 
T kiſs your fair hands, and your little 
daughter. &c. 
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LETTER XXIV. 


To the duke of BOUFLERS. 1756. 
T HE accounts from Saxony have 
grieved the king, and made me 


ſhed tears. You write to me that the 


court of Vienna is provoked: I well 
believe it. The dauphineſs is incon- 
ſolable. Is it fo then that chriſtian 
and civilized princes make war upon 
each other? That king of Pruſſia, 
whom our Voltaire has called, I don't 


know why, the Solomon of the north, = 


who writes in ſo humane a ftile, and 
acts in ſuch a cruel one, has then 


forced the archives of Dreſden, in 


| ſpite of the queen who defended in 


| perſon 
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perſon their entrance, and has dragged 


that princeſs to chapel, to hear 75 
Deum ſung for the heroic exploit! Is 
It in this age of politeneſs and philoſo- 
phy that a king, who would paſs for 
a great man, could offer an affront ſo 
inſulting, and ſo unavailing, to a wo- 
man, to a queen, who had nothing 
but tears and diſtreſs to defend her ? 
We all here tremble for her health : 
the great ſoul of a princeſs of the 


houſe of Auſtria muſt ſuffer much, 


amid ſuch indignities and humiliations. 


We ſincerely deplore the fate of that 


illuſtrious houſe; but I hope our tears 


ſhall not be barren, and that they will 


produce an illuſtrious vengeance : of 


this you may aſſure all our friends, &c. 


fly „ , od 
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IL ET TER XXV. 


To the count d' a FRI. 1756. 


O U are a moſt ſuccesful am- 
baſſador, who have never any 


but good ridings to ſend us. I am 


delighted with your dutchmen : they 


have then flatly refuſed the ſix thou- 
ſand men. That meaſure ſpeaks 
their wiſdom,” and ſets us at eaſe. It 
is not thought however that the affair 
would have been carried with ſo much 
facility, if the old ſtadholder had 
been yet alive. He was an engliſh- 
man at heart; he had an engliſh con- 
ſort; and the great power which the 
late revolution had given him, would 

5 have 
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have been an object of apprehenſion. 
But he is dead, his fon is a child, and 

the hollanders underſtand their intereſt: 
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I am very glad of it for their ſake and 
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I do not know that huge german * 
prince, who talks fo familiarly of me, 
and knows me ſo very well. I never 
had any great connexions with the 
germanic body, and ſtill fewer with 
german coxcombs. If however he 
will at any rate be acquainted with me, 


and boaſt my acquaintance, we muſt 
even let him. You ſee that all fops 
are not in France. 
The. 1 

] 


— 


N 


VI'ßVMr. de Reiſchach, imperial miniſter in 
Holland. 


5 


ET 7x 1 81 ] 
The ſwiſs. have received orders to 
hold themſelves in readineſs to march 


into Germany, and behold, they mur- 
mur. It is aſtoniſhing that they 
ſhould always make the ſame demur, 
when ordered to paſs the Rhine. The 
late king had well accuſtomed them 


to it, but they have loſt the practice. 


Beſides, if they ſerve well, they are 
paid well. Marſhal Noailles uſed to 
ſay that they had gained more louis- 
d'ors in the ſervice of France, than 
they had loſt drops of blood. You 


who are yourſelf a ſwiſs, will believe 


no ſuch thing: but however exhort 
your countrymen to become reaſona- 
ble; you will doubtleſs have as much 

Vol. I. G  influ- 
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influence over their minds, as you 

have over thoſe of the dutch. 
The pictures you have bought me 

are excellent, particularly the Paul 

Veroneſe. The king admired them 


firſt, as was but fit; and others now 


admire them in their turn. But by 
what chance come thoſe maſterpieces 
into Holland, to be ſold like bales of 
filk by taſteleſs merchants? I thank 
you for your attentions, and defire 
you to continue them. You ſhould 
be glad, you ſay, to make a trip to 
France upon your own affairs. The 


| king would readily indulge it; but he 


does not think that tour would fuit the 
preſent ſituation of his affairs. Stay 


a little longer, and be aſſured that 1 


ſhall 


pn _f a me 


fall not flip the very y kel "ppartynlry 
of doing you pleaſure. 


It is propoſed to contract with the 
dutch for warlike ſtores z the difficulty 


will not be to find merchants, but to 


negotiate the whale with due prudence 
and ſecrecy. I can eaſily believe the 


dutch nation to be fond of the neutra- 


lity, which has been offered her and 
accepted. A ſtate that ſets greater 
value on money than on glory, has 
ample fund of ſatisfaction, while her 


neighbors are worrying and waſting 


each other. The hollanders partake 
the ſucceſs of the victors, without 
ſharing the xiſks or the loſſes of the 


vanquiſhed. What can that mr. de 


Reiſchach be, who writes to me? 1 


G 2 ' know 
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know not why mr. de Reiſchach 
thinks of me: yet I ſhall anſwer him 
with politeneſs, becauſe his prince is 


a friend of ours, 
How do you pals your time among 


know how to live agreably? Can 
they laugh, make merry, forget their 
caſh a few moments? I ſhould think 
life muſt be very tireſom in that 
country; and am ſorry for it on your 
Wl account, unleſs you like buſineſs better 
| l | than diverſion, which is very rare and 
very commendable, I ſalute your 

excellence cordially, and ever recom- 


mend to you the king's affairs. &c. 
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thoſe honeſt dutchmen ? Do they 
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LETTER XXVI. 


To the counteſs of BASCHI, 


January, 1757. 


My dear friend, 

Beſeech you to come inſtantly and 
ſee me: my mind is in the moſt 
dreadful ſituation. I am ſurpriſed, 
confounded, deſperate : afford me, if 
poſſible, conſolation and counſel. A 
monſter, diſgorged from hell, has juſt 
committed the greateſt, boldeſt, and 
moſt - atrocious crime upon the moſt 
amiable of men and beſt of kings. 
'T hat good prince, who ought to be 


adored by all the world, has been 


ſtabbed by a villain, as he was ſtep- 
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[ 86 ] 
ping into his coach for Marli. At 
the firſt rumor of the execrable at- | 
tempt, I fly to the apartment of the 
king, who was already eonveyed into 
bed. I arrive breathleſs, diſtracted, 
and am preparing to enter: but find 
myſelf repulſed in ſpite of my cries 
and threats; fo that I have been 


obliged to return to my own apart- 


ment in defpair. I tremble leſt the 
wound ſhould prove mortal; for all 
my friends forfake me, and here am 
I alotte in tears. Alas! I weep not 
for myſelf, but for that dear prince: 
I would give my life to ſave his. In 
the name of God and of our friendſnip, 
run, enquire, inform yourſelf of his. 
condition: take pity on — friend. 


| Ve, 
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LETTER xxvn. 


To the lad of the marſhal FIT TREES, 
Augult, 2787. 

_ Sincerely felicitate you, madam, 
on the glory which our friend has 
acquired: my friendſhip for you, and 
eſteem for him redouble the joy I feel 
for his victory. The duke of Cum-- 
berland was ever unfortunate againſt 
marſhal Saxe, and has ſucceeded no 
better againſt his beſt diſciple. But 


in the midſt of my joy I feel a real 


grief to ſee that his command is taken 
from him in the very moment of his 
triumph. A man, whom I do not 
Uke, as full of ambition as of vanity, 


„ has 
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11 
has inſinuated that the war went on 
too ſlowly, that it might have been 
terminated in one campaign, and that 
himſelf was the heroe to whom heaven 
had reſerved that exploit. That 1s the 
man who 1s about to ſucceed the brave 
d'Etrẽes, to the aſtoniſhment of 
France and of her enemies. Our dear 
marſhal muſt therefore return, but 
covered with laurels, - and crowned 


with the public eſteem, which is more 


than ſufficient to indemnify great men 


for the loſs of particular favor. Yet 
can I not forbear pitying France, 


who, I fear, will loſe much by his 


retirement. Beſides that motive 
which renders me fo affected by his 
diſgrace, my tenderneſs for you is a 

5 new 


{ & ] 


new ground of ſorrow, when I think | 
of that which you muſt experience. 


Be comforted, my dear friend; you 
ſee I am not all- powerful: I have not 


ſo much as been conſulted in the 


affair, elſe you well conceive that 
things would have turned out other- 


wiſe. Your virtue and courage will 


| ſet you above the injuries of fortune. 
As for me, I ſhall do all in my power 
to change her, and ſhall ever be your 
ſincere friend. &c. 
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LETTER XXVIII. 
To the marſhal de SOUBISE. 
November, 1757. 

OU need not juſtify yourſelf to 
me, but to the king and to France, 
who are amazed and incenſed at this 
unhappy affair at Roſbach. A beaten 
general is always a bad general an the 
opinion of the public. The pariſians 


particularly are frantic: they have 


committed a thouſand inſolences at. 
your door. Such are the ſweets of 


my ſituation, and what I gain by ſer- 


ving my friends. However the king 
ſtill eſteems you, and I believe you 
will preſerve your favor; but you 
= will 


will loſe your command. Many are 
the faults imputed to you. They ſay 
the king of Pruſſia laid a ſnare for 
you, and that you blundered into it. 
It belongs not to me to judge of thoſe 
matters; but methinks I may'fay 
without blunder, that a battle is a 
game where the loſers are almoſt al- 
ways counted blockheads, though 
often perhaps unjuſtly, I hope, mar- 
| ſhal, that on another occaſion you wall 
ſhow what you can do, and will force 
. your own enemies to admire you, and 
thoſe of your ſovereign to fear you. 
Meantime, I cannot forbear telling 
you that the war having been hitherto 
ſuccesful, it is a ſad thing both for 
you and for the nation, that fortune 

| ſhould 


1-9 
| ſhould have begun with you to turn 
her back upon us, and that you 
ſhould be the firſt to make us ſhed 
tears. Yet loſe not your courage : 
your friends will be faithful and effec- 
tual, depend upon it. I did want to 
{cold you a lirile to vent my ſpleen: 
I am poſſibly in the wrong, and thoſe 
who blame you ſtill more ſo. Come, 
and prove before all France that you 
have done the duty of a general at 
Roſbach, and that this defeat is the 
fault of fortune, not yours: it will be 
the firſt pleaſure I ſhall have taſted 


fince the news of that woful battle. 


I falute you with all my heart: take 
comfort, hope, and be well. I am 
very angry with your prince Hilburg- 


hauſen : 


1 93 J 


hauſen: that man appears to have 


much preſumption and little capacity. 
He was the firſt to demand battle, 
and the firſt to fly. The fox he 
thought to catch, has been more cun- 
ning than he. I hate him, I believe, 


ſtill more than the fox. &c. : 


94 


LETTER XXIX. 


To the counteſs BAS Hl 1757. 


HERE is no news at preſent, 
but we expect ſome daily: God 
grant it may be good! I ſhall tell 
you only that I love you always; but 


that is no news. They ſay Damien 


died like a heroe, and endured the 
moſt dreadful of torments with an ex- 
traordinary conſtancy : where may not 
courage be found ? That villain was 
made for great crimes. It is alſo ſaid 
that before he went to the Greve *, 


he eat a couple of partridges, and 
drank 


— 


* The principal place of execution at Paris. 


{y 


1 
drank a bottle of wine, conſidering all 
the preparations for his execution as if 
they had been made for another, It 
muſt be owned that there are great 
reſources in the heart of man, and 
that he can ſuffer much without a 
ſhudder. It was apprehended that 
wretch might have ſome hidden accom- 


plices, who might attempt his reſcue, 


The guards and the king's houſehold 
were under arms, I do not know 
whether all that parade was neceſſary, 
unleſs to render his execution more 
ſolemn, and to ſtrike greater terror. 
Do you know that poor Baville is 
dead ? Every body regrets him, ex- 
cept his wife, who in like caſe will 


ſurely be regretted- by nobody. But 
4 85 the 
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ſhe laughs at it: ſhe does not even 


pretend to cry. She is in perfect good 
humor, and appears as indifferent 
about the death of that honeſt man, 


as if ſhe had loſt only a pair or gloves, 


In truth, there are ſome very extraor- 
dinary women, and who make me 


bluſh for my ſex. | 
Will you be ſo good to take the 
trouble of viſiting for me the collection 


of mr. de Renece? for I have not 


time. I am told he has ſome excel- 
lent pictures of the greateſt maſters : 
I ſhall rely on your judgement and 
taſte, if I take a fancy to buy. 

We are now very lonely : every 


body is in the army; and in that the 


war, ſo horrible in other reſpects, 


proves 


Ve 


ml 


proves a bleſſing; as delivering us 


from a mob of low cringing monkeys 
whom one cannot love, but who muſt 
be born. I except two or three who 
are not monkeys, and who may be 


”" Fo ES 


and embrace her on either cheek, &c. 
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LETTER XXX. 


To the marſhal de NOAILLES. 1758, 
ALAS! you were in the right, 

marſhal ; that has unfortunately 
happened to the count of Clermont, 
which every one foreſaw. He was 
faid to be brave and to love glory, 
like all the Bourbons; but to be no 
general. The truth was told, and 
the event has juſtified the public opi- 
nion. The king of Pruſſia, learning 
his nomination to command our army, 
is reported to have ſaid that F rance 
muſt be in great want of generals, 
ſince choice had been made of an 
eccleſiaſtic. The count of Charolois, 

who 


L 99:1 
| who knows mankind, and knew his 
brother, ſaid to him at his departure 
for Germany: Ab ! brother, you had 
better been ſaying your breviary. The 
hint was good: but unfortunately for 
himſelf and us, he would not improve 
it. It is even rumored that he was 
rioting with his friends in his tent, 
when the enemy's approach was an- 
nounced to him; that he treated the 
report as ridiculous, though he heard 
the cannon whizzing about his ears; 
and that he got up from table with 
his brave friends only in order to take 
flight. This 1s doubtleſs a gibe on 
the poor prince, and that can never 
be true, which is ſo unlikely. It is 
impoſſible a prince of the blood ſhould 
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L 160 f 
be ſo daſtardly and ſo baſe as to dif- 
honor himſelf thus and his country 
for mere merriment's ſake. I muſt 


own to you, marſhal, we begin to 


dread the event of the war. We are 
everywhere beaten, and our firſt vic- 
tories ſerve only to augment the ſenſe - 
of our preſent diſgraces; jult as a rich 
man who falls into penury, ſuffers 
doubly when he recollects how proſ- 
perous he has been. The ſcourge of 
war 1s peculiarly dreadful to the van- 
quiſhed ; the funds fail us, the peo- 
ple loſe ſpirit, and are miſerable. 
War does. more miſchief in France in 
three years, than Peace does good in 


twenty. Yet here are we engaged, 
and, though we have a very bad game, 


2 W 


1 x02 ] 
we muſt play out the party. The 
curſed point of honor which governs 
the world, has as powerful an aſcen- 
dant over princes as over private men; 
but it is infinitely more fatal in the 
quarrels of nations than in thoſe 
of families. It is deplorable for 
us that your age denies you to act: 
dear marſhal, give us at leaſt ſome 
advice, and prevent our ruin, &c, 


—— — . ͤ— ce 
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LETTER XXXI. 


To the duke of BOUILLON. 1759, 


Beg of you to believe that I ſhall 
always make it my duty and plea- 
{ure to oblige you : but I will have 
no thanks. What little ſervices I can | 
do, I do with good will: I ow them 
to merit, and when I do but pay my 
debts, nobody 1s beholden to me. 
In the midſt of our calamities, our 
miniſters want to ſtrike a bold ſtroke, 


It is a ſcheme of the old marſhal, 


who is, you know, very fertile in 
projects: I wiſh that this time he 
may be luckier than heretofore. 
The enterpriſe will be noble, but 


perhaps 


* 
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perhaps raſh, Lewis XIV. ſet the 
example, and repented it : God grant 
that Lewis XV. may not repent alſo. 
Be this as it may, the thing is re- 
ſolved, and the fleet preparing. Do 
you think your relation, the great 
and unfortunate prince Charles-Ed- 
ward, loves us enough ſtill to expoſe 
| himſelf to make a ſecond viſit to the 
engliſh, The expedition is dangerous, 
but great, and worthy of him. His 
name, his reputation, his merit and 
his valor would give us much to hope. 
Mean and jealous men are buſy to 
rumor that he has no paſtime but 
drinking and playing mad pranks at 
Bouillon. But mean and jealous men 
deſerve no credit, as I have more than 

H4 once 


mJ 
Once experienced. If that prince 
grows tired of retreat and obſcurity, 
here is perhaps the laſt opportunity 
he will have of changing his fortune. 
Sound dextroufly his mind, ſee how 


he ſtands affected towards us, and 
whether he perſiſts in his reſolution of 


being no more, as he called it, he 
ſearecrow of the engliſh. As he has 
taken a chaplain of the church of 
England, and ſeems to have entirely 
abjured the pope, his name would no 
longer be ſuch a bugbear, and per- 
haps he might be beheld with a better 
eye than formerly : at leaſt he has re- 
moved one powerful plea. The firſt 
time you come hither, and it would 
need to be ſoon, you will be talked 

to 


L 2705 


to more at large. I a 
lord-duke, with the\ ſincereſt attach- 


always, my 


ment. &c. 

Bi S. I pray you will preſent my 
moſt reſpectful compliments to my 
lady-dutcheſs. Do you ſtill love her 
as much as ſhe deſerves? When ſhall 
J have the pleaſure of embracing her? 


we} 


LETTER XXXII. 


To mr. DUCLOS, ſecretary of the 


french academy. 


OU have made me a fine pre- 


ſent, fir; and I am much 
obliged 'to you for it. Your little 
book is a golden one; being an ex- 
cellent picture of an original whom 1 
hate and deſpiſe. You are happy to 
know the world but as a philoſopher, 
and to be a mere ſpectator in it. If 
the academy pleaſe to pay any regard 
to my recommendation, I ſhall taxe 
the liberty of propoſing to it a man 
whom 1 highly eſteem, who has duti- 
fully ſerved the king, and has got 

L himſelf 


L J 


himfelf a fair name in literature. A 


4 - 


place among you, gentlemen, is the 
garter of men of letters: they all 
aſpire to it, though few obtain or de- 
ſerve it. He whom I recommend to 
you, deſerves it beyond contradiction; 
and I expect from your juſtice that he 
ſhall obtain it. 
I am, &c. 
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LETTER XXXIII. 


Jo the duke of BROGL 10. 
March, 1759. 
Y lord-duke, the king and the 


nation have great obligations 


to you: your victory gives us breath, 
and lets in a ray of hope amid the 
aſtoniſhing calamities which burſt 
upon France from the four corners of 
the world. Prince Ferdinand has 
ſeen then at Berghen that we ſtill have 
men, who know to fight and van- 
quiſh, The important ſervice you 


have done the king, will not remain 


unrewarded. He is vaſtly pleaſed : 


with your conduct; the people are in 
high 


az 


nr 
high ſpirits, and for my part, I ſhall 
ſerve you with my whole power 
through juſtice and inclination. You 
are of a family, that has produced 
more than one great man ; you imitate 
the ſame examples, and will go yet 
farther. I thank you much for the 
narrative you ſent me: it is charming 
in matter andin manner. The old mar- 
ſhal ſays that you fight and write. like 
Ceſar. All our marſhals are jealous z 
and that is your higheſt encomium. 
Indeed they ought to be fo: it has 
never proved their lot to beat the 
enemy, and above all, ſuch an enemy 
as prince Ferdinand, with an army 
inferior by one third. We particu- 


larly admire the wiſdom of your con- 
duct 


4 
! 
4 
4 
3 
1 
i 
bl 
2 $ 
4 
4 
Te : 
. 
4 3 
} 
{ 
3 
U 
1 * 
14 
} 
} 
2 
* 
3 
if! 
1 
. 
14 
+} 8 
„ $2991 
i 
i 3 47 
OE" 1 
1 
ih 
:0 RK 
HY 
+88 
"BW 
i} 
: WY 
*380 
111 
1 
* 
24 
1 
1 
wo. 
1 
+ 
IH 
. 
. 
n 
1 
oy a 
* 
7 7 
5 « 
4 
4 j 
N 
BT | 
126 5 
—— 
n 
4 4 
42 317 
Wet | 
7 $08 
1 
4 
it 
U 
1 
. + 
1 15 
. 
I | 
2) 4 3 
18] 
7 * 
I 
. 
e 
* \ 
41 i 
Ft 1 
fy ' 
1 
94 
uy 
of 
I; 
| 


F as } 


you the advantages of it. Battles are 


won every day, but not every day are 
they made the beſt of. You have 


therefore ſet the french an example of 


valor and conduct; and we are de- 


lighted to ow to you the united favor. 
I beg, my lord-duke, to be counted 
in the number of your friends, and 
pray that God may give us many 


men like you. 
J am, &c. 


duct after the victory, in order to ſecure 


5 
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LETTER XXXIV. 


To we uy of the marſhal de CONTADES. 
Auguſt, 1759. 

Pr HE kb renn that pour one 
after another upon our poor 
country, ſtrike the whole nation down; 
but me by my ſituation they afflict 
doubly. Methinks I feel them twice, 
becauſe I have often a hand in the 
choice of the men, and am almoſt 


always diſappointed. The people in 


their unjuſt and extravagant ſpleen, 
go ſo far as to accuſe me of ſelling to 


the enemy the blood and olory of the 


nation. I forgive them, but ] forgive 


not fo 3 thoſe who by their 
5 wretched 
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wretched conduct throw them into 
deſpair. This dreadful defeat at Min- 


den is the moſt fatal check we have 


vet received in the courſe of the war. 


I am very ſorry both on your account 


and my own, that it ſhould have been 
mr. de Contades who was there, 
Every mortal ſpoke well of him; 
everywhere were extolled his valor 
and his talents. I dropt a hint in his 
favor, and he ſet out with a confi- 
dence which I partook, but which has 
been ſadly miſtaken. | A billet is 
handed about that prince Ferdinand 
wrote on the eve of the battle, to 


Freitag, a partiſan of his army. It : 
was ſhown me as follows: © I give 


the french battle to-morrow. If a 
| <« ſingle 


C ws 1 


« ſingle equipage eſcape, you ſhall 
« anſwer it with your head.” This 


billet manifeſts that the prince was 


ſure of his victory, and that he made 


no great account of his enemy. Ac- 


cordingly he won a complete victory; 
all the equipages and ammunition have 
been taken, and here are we almoſt 
without an army: all is loſt, our very 
honor. 

I neither condemn nor approve any 
one: warlike affairs are not my pro- 
vince: I only complain to a friend. 
I wiſh with all my heart, that our 
marſhal could clearly juſtify his con- 
duct; which were, I fear, a very hard 
talk. &c. 


Vol. I. 2 
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LETTER XXXV, 
To the marſhal de BELLISLE. 


oy much affected by the cataſ- 
trophe of poor Thurot: his family 


has been recommended to me, and, ( 
notwithſtanding the miſery of the n 
times, I ſhall do my beſt to conſole t 
it for the loſs of that brave man, who 0 
merited a better fate. He wrought it 
wonders with three little frigats, and T 
kept the britiſh fleet at bay upwards tc 
of a twelvemonth. I have a notion he 
that had he had the command of the 9 
Breſt-fquadron, things would have fr. 
taken another turn. He lived and or 


died a heroe ; the engliſh themſelves 
3 | feared 


-- 


BS] 


feared and admired him. This is 
enough for his glory; but it is not 
enough for the glory of France, He 
was the laſt hope of our marine, anc 

unfortunately he is ho more. I repeat 
it, I will take care of his family. 
Great men are ſcarce; we ſnould ho- 
nor their memory, and ſo invite others 
to become ſuch. Would I had no 


other care than that of doing good! 


it is the only one ſuited or pleaſing to 
me. Your department, marſhal, is 
to guide the helm of the ſtate in the 
heart of the ſtorm. The management 
grows daily more difficult. Save us 
from ſhipwrec : it is all we dare hope 
or demand. 5 
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I have read over the memorial upon 
the new impoſt, and believe there are 
good things in it : bur it is obſcure, 
and not ſufficiently particular. I 


ſhall talk to you again about it. 


Meantime, 
I am, &c. 
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To the duke of RICHELIEU. 


* O U have written me a very odd 
| letter, and your conduct has 
ſome time been ſtill odder. You 
have the weakneſs to be jealous of a 
woman : byt I aſk you what right 
you have to be ſo. You believe your- 
ſelf capable of reigning under the 
king's name, and nobody believes ſo 
but yourſelf, Yet you find me always, 
you ſay, in your way; and I am the 


only perſon who ſtop the progreſs of 
your elevation. My lord, lay your 


hand on your heart, and hear me: {118 
5 1 
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learn of a woman to be true and mo- 


derate. 

I have fome ſmall intereſt, and have 
always employed it to. ferve thoſe I 
thought worthy. Often, I own, I 


have had the misfortune to deceive 


myſelf, and to take minions of ambi- 


tion for perſons of merit. You are 
not therefore the only one of the num- 
ber, but you are the only one who 
have been baſely ungrateful, and who 
have arrogated to your perſonal merit 
the favors which you owed to the 
goodneſs or weakneſs of others. 
Were I as powerful as you pretend, 
I might have puniſhed the inſults I 


have received from you; and I ſtill 


might. Yet you have kept all your 
. places : ; 


W 
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places; you have obtained new ones; 
you have had great commands, and 
you have ſtill. If I be fo potent, I 
am not then vindictive, as you ſ ay; 
and if I be vindictive, I am nat then 
ſo potent; ſince you have preſerved 
your favor and your employments, 
and fince you dare with impunity to 
cabal againſt me: bring yourſelf off, 
it you can. You loudly accuſe me 
of ingratitude : but, my lord-duke, 
give me leave to tell you that I ow 
you nothing. Beſides, had I to you 
as great obligations as you pretend, | 
the preſervation of your favor at court. 
would ſuffice to prove me grateful. 
I know what obligations you mean : 


but a man who has ever fo little re- 


th ſpect 


E 4 
ſpect for himſelf, inſtead of availing 
himſelf of them, ought to bluſh at 
them. I long have bluſhed for you, 
and defire to repent for myſelf. Such 


are my ſentiments, upon which I beg 


you may regulate your conduct, re- 


commending to you to become (if 


poſſible) reaſonable, juſt, and modeſt. 
bc. 
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LETTER 


To the counteſs of BAS HI. 


T Have ſeen madam de Luſſac, who 
gave me one kiſs for herſelf and 
one for you. I careſſed her for being 


your friend, and for deigning to be 
mine. In truth, my fair counteſs, 
you have handſom friends: beauty 
ſeeks beauty. This ſeldom happens 
among women; but you are not like 
the reſt, You have, with all the graces 
of our fex, all the merit of a gentle 
man ; and for that particularly it is 
that I love you. 

The death of madam de Cruſſol is 
ſtrange. How! carried off in two 


days 


f vn 1 


days by a puny fever. Her ſweet- 
hearts have doubtleſs ſhed abundance 
of tears. How frightened fine women 
muſt now be! 1 ſee with forrow that 


there is nought laſting upon earth, 


One brings into the world a handſom 


face, and lo! it wrinkles in leſs than 
thirty years; after which a woman is 
no longer good for any thing. This 


grieves me: let us talk of ſorething . 


elle. Do you know that next to the 
pleaſure of ſeing you, or of writing 
to you, one of the greateſt to me at 
Preſent is reading. Behold how taſtes 


change: I could not read at eighteen. 


My favorite author is Voltaire: he 
is an enchanting fellow, who always 


pleaſes, and perſwades when he will. 
I co 
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do not believe any man can have 
more. wit, m more eloquence, or mare 
humanity. Have you read his Scotch. 
women? Do you know the tender 
Lindana, the unfortunate Montroſe, 
the generous Murray, and the ſcoun- 
drel Frelon ? It i is all charming. I | 
cried heartily. That raſcal Frelon, 
had I had him near me, I, would have 
ſpit in his face; he is a frightful charac- 
ter. I am amazed that Voltaire ſhould 
produce fo fine things at his age; that 
he ſhould be ſa gay, fo good-hu- 
mored ; for age is generally croſs 
and peeviſh. All the old phyzzes 
that I have known, were. four, cap- 
tious, moroſe ; never laughed, and 
above all hated young people. Fan- 
cying 
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cying this a natural effect of age, I feared 
almoſt as much to become ridiculous 


in mind as in perſon. But the exam- 


and not of age: ſeldom is it endea- 
vored to grow old with grace. I 
would not anſwer that I ſhall be 
chearful, but I ſhall ftrive to be con- 


tent and reſigned. Yct between our- 


ſelves, I take this to be harder for a 


woman than for a man. 

To return to the Scotchwoman (for I 
am in the chattering vein) : if you 
have not read her, read her; if you 
have read her, read her over again, 
and you will find new beauties ; after 
which put up a prayer for the preſer- 

| I | vation 
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vation of the author, who is a very 
good chriſtian, whatever the ignorant 
or the jealous may fay. | 

But now I talk of chriſtians, do 
you know that the young marchioneſs 
of Perquigni has waſhed off her red, 
and muffles up her alabaſter. She 
was yeſterday at the king's chapel, 
beauteous and modeſt as an angel, 
and prayed to God with a devotion 
which provoked the men, and pleaſed 
the women proportionably : it 1s one 
formidable rival fewer. 

I embrace you tenderly, my dear 
counteſs ; you ſee by the length of 
my letter how extendedly I love you. 
&c. 
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LETTER XXXVIII. 
To the fame. 
A 1 have the ſpleen and head- 
ake, I ſet about writing to you: 
I have ever found it a ſpecific. There 
paſſed yeſterday in the circle, a-ſcene 
which I will be the firſt to rehearſe to 
you. Preſent was a marſhal of France, 


who loſt not long ago a battle and 


his honor. However ke looks fiercer 


and more ſelf-ſatisfied than before: 


there are ſome fronts of braſs, The 


dutcheſs of S.“ who never loſes an 
opportunity of making merry at the 
coſt 


— 


St. Simon. 


Tdi 


b 
coſt of others, turned towards the 


mother of the herbe, and {aid to her ü 
gravely: © Alas! madam, how did 


« you receive the news of your ſon's 
« difgrace ? Did you ſleep ? Did you 
« eat? Did you hide your head for 
« ſhatne? Were you fit to fink into 
« the ground?” All this was ſaid 
with the tone you know. The mar- 
ſhal, who is a philoſopher, would not 
quarrel with a woman: but he went 
and complained to the king, who fell 
a laughing, and aſked him if he was 
afraid of a woman's tongue. 

I ſhall rake care of little V belle, 
becauſe ſhe is pretty and good=na- 
tured, and becauſe you recommend 
her : however, I muſt tell you by 
the 


1 
the way, that I have many daughters, 
of whom I am not the mother, 'and 
that times are hard. But after all, 
one muſt be doing ſome good, and | 
| ſhall do what I can. The ſplendor 
of the court at firſt dazzled the little 
creature, as proves the caſe of all that 
ſee it for the firſt time: I had the 
ſame weakneſs, but have been long 
cured of it. I hope the girl will ſoon 
behold with indifference what ſhe muſt 
be allowed to admire a few moments. 
But if the folly laſt with her two 
months, I ſhall diſmiſs her as un- 
worthy your friendſhip and mine. 
Farewel, my dear; the poor marquis 
will make you his compliments whe- 


ther I will or no, and perhaps they 
-- are * 
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are mere compliments: but I em- 


brace you with all poſlible tenderneſs, 
as alſo your little daughter; I wiſh 
the may be like her mother. &c: 


You, I. 
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LETTER XXXIX. 
To the marquis of BEAUFORT. 1760, 


W IT H much pleaſure have 


I received your letter and fine 
memorial upon your negotiations in 
Spain, That great ſtroke of politics 
promiſes better than was imagined. 
After all, it is the intereſt of the houſe 
of Bourbon in general, as it is the ſole 
| reſource of France in particular. This 

family- compact will aſtoniſh the engliſh : 
but the buſineſs is not only to aſtoniſn 
them; they muſt alſo be made to 
tremble. The plan is found to be 


admirably concer.ed in all its parts. 


The king of Portugal, who is the firſt 
ſubject 


U 131. ]; 

ſubject of the engliſh, and their tri- 
butary, will be- compelled to declare. 
himſelf; and, happen what will, this 
will produce a diverſion which cannot | 
but be advantageous to F rance, as 
embarraſſing for her enemies. We 
here admire the intelligence and pene- 
tration with which you conduct that 
great affair, notwithſtanding the num- 


berleſs difficulties you find in the irre- 
ſolution of the council of Spain and in 
the engliſh faction. The king's favor 
and the general eſteem of your 


country will be your reward. Often 


a good negotiator is more uſeful to a 
ſtate than a good general, and makes 
ſhift to repair the injuries of fortune. 


I beg to pay my civilities to our 
K 2 friend: 
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friend: we hope to ow our ſafety to 
him. Preſerve yourſelf for the ſervice 


of your ſovereign, and for the good 


of your nation, 
I am, &c. 
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LETTER XL. 


To the marquis of CASTRIE'S, 
November, 1760, 
Thank you for your letter, and 
above all for your victory. That 
little affair you have had with the 
prince of Brunſwick is ſome conſola- 
tion in the torrent of calamities which 
burſt upon us from all quarters. 
The king is greatly pleaſed ; and for 


my part, I am charmed that it is to 


you we have ſo much obligation : you 
have not diſappointed us, as ſo many 
have done. The prodigies of valor 
which your troops performed on this 
"My occaſion, 
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occaſion, ſhow that the french want 


only a good commander to fight well. 


Wonders are told of the brave regi- 
ment of Auvergne, which has there. 
fore ſuffered the moſt. The prince of 
Brunſwick is always to be feared, and 
his retreat is not that of a frightened 
man. There are folks who pretend 
that you might have cut his little army 
to pieces : but I belieye that thoſe 
cloſet-warriors are neither juſt nor 
reaſonable. 

Farewel, marquis; you are an 
admirable correſpondent: ſend us 
always ſuch ridings : we ſtand in no 
ſmall need of them. Everybody 
loved you; now everybody eſteems 

you; 
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while you ſhall work out your glory. 
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LETTER XII. 5 


To the count d ARI. 
November 6, 1760. 
Know not whether the death of 
old king George will occaſion any 
change in our affairs: I believe we 
ſhall always have very little to hope, 
and very much to fear. The engliſh 
government differs widely from others, 
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It is the people that makes war rather 
than the king: princes dy, but the 
general ſpirit ſubſiſts, and that ſpirit 
is againſt us. T he new king is very 
young; he muſt hate Pitt as much as 
did his grandfather : but that miniſter 
will keep his poſt in ſpite of him, be- 
= cauſe 
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cauſe he has the popular favor. The 


only means of procuring us peace 
were to vanquiſh: victories are more 
_ efficacious for that purpoſe ' than the 
moſt maſterly negotiations. You fay 
that the hearts of the hollanders are 
for our enemies : that is amazing, but 
poſſible. Is it becauſe the engliſh are 
annoying their trade, carrying off their 
ſhips, and giving them already to un- 
derſtand that the ſaid modeſt engliſh 
are aſpiring to the general and exclu- 
ſive commerce of Europe? But in 
ſhort, it is the Orange-party that 
wiſhes us ill: the ſtates are for us; 
the rabble is nothing, it hates and loves 


without juſtice and without reaſon. 


The ſtates general appear much pro- 
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voked againſt the engliſh on account 
of their piracies: do you think their 
indignation may go ſo far as a rup- 
ture? Mark, learn everything; con- 
tinue to ſerve the King faithfully, and 
to do honor to thoſe who-eſteem you. 
I am, &c. 
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LETTER A 
To the duke of WIRTEMBERG. 1760. 
W I T H equal pleaſure and reſpect 
We did I receive the letter with 
which your highneſs honored me. I 


admire your generous reſolution, and 


the goodneſs with which you are 
pleaſed to impart it to me. You em- 


brace the cauſe of the empire and ours 
with a zeal, which will, I hope, bring 


you equal benefit and glory. Your 


troops will be treated like ours; and, 


if they ſhare their toils and dangers, 
they will alſo ſhare their honor and 
advantages. But, I believe, my 
lord-duke, that before you ſet out for 
the 


23 * 
— — 
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the army, you might not do amiſs to 


come and ſee us at Paris. There are 


a thouſand things, a thouſand details 


better ſettled by word than by writing, 


or by negotiators. Our miniſters 


hope that you will bring back into 
our army that fortune, which has 


| hitherto been ſo adverſe to us; I hope 


fo too: good troops and a good gene- 


ral will not be caſily * 
I am, &c. 
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LETTER XIII. 
To the duke of BELLISLE. 


| a truth your projectors are admĩ- 
rable fellows; there is nothing im- 
poſſible for them: they find means 
for every thing; and I doubt not but, 
if the king had a mind for the porce- | 
lain-tower of Nankin, or for the dia- 
mond-vineyard of the great , Mogul, 
thoſe gentlemen would find the thing 
perfectly eaſy, and lay down a plan 
for tranſporting them to Paris. The 
memorial in queſtion is a maſterpiece 
of impertinence, and can have had no 
birth but in the braim of the inhabitant 
of a mad-houſe. It is a good joke to 
3 ſee 


L 142, H 
ſee a man propoſe ſeriouſly that, to 
clear the debts of a. ſtate, nothing 
more would be requiſite but for the 
king to turn bankrupt every fifteen 
years, Did the king commit one 
bankruptcy purſuant to this ſyſtem, 


J verily believe it would be put out of 


his power to commit a ſecond. It 


were as good to propoſe going to rob 


on the highway every fifteen years. 


The fellow can neither have honeſty 


nor underſtanding. I recollect an- 


other project, which was addreſſed to 
me from Holland laſt year, and which 
I took at firſt for a paltry ſneer upon 


the diſtreſs of the kingdom: but I 


learned afterwards that .it was the 
offspring of a madman who was dying 


5 | for 


tre 


t 

for want at Amſterdam, He pre- 
tended to ſupply the king with two 
hundred annual millions by a ſingle 
tax, and without trampling down the 
people, It was the ſimpleſt thing in 
the world; The buſineſs was only to 
publiſh an edict obliging every ſubject 
to repeat every day a roſary, in default 
of which each ſhould pay five-pence 
for each omiſſion. As the french are 
not devotees, ſaid the author, they will 
be almoſt daily in forfeit ; which will 
produce immenſe ſums, He ended by 
aſking a place for his pains, and a 


place was offered to him in the Bice- 


tre“. The great point is to find 
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* An hoſpital of lunatics, &c. at Paris. 
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money, and not to form projects. 
Every new controuler-general promiſes 


wonders ; but he finds himſelf embar- 


raſſed at the very firſt ſtep of perform- 
ance; and we are obliged to get rid 
of him in order to replace him by an- 
other, to whom a third perhaps 48 
quickly ſucceeds. The finances are 
in dreadful diſorder ; the people, 


ſtarving, murmur; and go abroad to 


ſeek a better country. Our credit is 
ſunk ; the engliſh are ſuccesful, and 
we are without reſource and without 


hope. I do not believe that the war 


of the ſucceſſion was more fatal than 


this. What ſhall be done to ſave 


France ? We would need peace : but. 


the 


„ 
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the war? The king's good heart 
ſuffers cruelly 1 in theſe public calami- 
ties; codid there be no way, my lord- 
duke, to relieve him by relieving his 
people? I ſhould be glad to ſee you: 


[ have a thouſand things to ſay to you. 
Nc. wg 
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LETTER XLIV. 


To the connteſs of BASCHI. 1760. | 


AM very ſorry, yet J cannot for- 

bear laughing a little, at what has 
befaln the poor duke of Wirtemberg, 
whom we ſaw ſo brilliant at Paris laſt 
winter. He has ſmarted for his raſh- 
neſs. When he fold the king his 
twelve thouſand men, he ſtipulated 
that they ſhould form a ſeparate camp 
and body; which was granted him. 
The king of Pruſſia underſtanding 
that he put himſelf into the pay of 
France, after having been in that of 


the empreſs, ſent to prince F erdinand 


of Brunſwick the following billet: 
| The 


: 


pF 
« The duke of Wirtemberg is, they 
« ſay, with the F rench : the hereditary | 
« prince my nephew would do well to 
« give him a little leſſon.“ He has 
juſt received that leſſon, without being 
a bit the wiſer for it. Marſhal Bro- 
glio wrote to him after his diſaſter to 
invite him to join his army, and no 
longer to encamp apart, for fear of 
the conſequences. Upon his refuſal, 
the french general received orders to 
ſend back that troubleſom and uſeleſs 
friend into his own country. 

But drop we the duke of Wirtem- 
berg. I have been reading the ruſſian 
at Paris, and find he reaſons not amiſs 
for a ruſſian, He is much in the 
right; France is no other than a vaſt 
Tis grave, 
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grave, where are ſtill to be found the 
epitaphs of the great men ſhe has pro- 
duced, and whoſe race 18 almoſt 
extinct. Here is now nothing bur 
mexaneſs.: cowardly artifice, childiſh 
intrigue, impertinent books, and ex- 
treme miſery. O France! what is 
become of thy glory? You mock me, 
madam, with your comedy of philoſo- 
Phers: it is a gross and ſpiritleſs libel ; 
I had great difficulty to get to the end 
of it; and am amazed the megiſtrates 
ſhould have permitted the re re- 
ſentation of perſonal ſatyr. But 
who, pray, is this Paliſſot that 
ſets up for the protector of religion 
and virtue againſt men of letters, that 


are accounted religious and yirtuous ? 


He 
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| He is a fellow of ſorry character. It 
has been attempted to preſent Mr. Pa- 


lifſot to me as the wit in faſhion: but I 
refuſed to ſee him. I had as lief, God 


forgive me, ſee the illuſtrious Mr. 


Freron. Have you been at Dorigni's? 
Is the count always in good humor? 

When ſhall I fee you ? Do you ſtill 
ve me? There are womens queſtions 
for you, Farewel, you know that 
Femina coſa garrula, e loquace. 
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LETTER XL. 
=. the ſame. 1760, 


* O U aſk me how I employ my- 
* ſelf when I have neither the 


head-ake nor bad company. I write, 


madam ; I blot paper like ſo many 
other folks. I take notes of my ſin- 
gular fortune, and of the things I have 


ſeen ſtill more ſingular. This to me 


ſeems a rational occupation for a wo- 
man almoſt paſt the age of pleaſing, 
nor in the leaſt ſolicitous about I: 
ſhall tell many truths diſagreable to 
ſome folks; but I will neither tell a. 

lie, 


T7 gr } 
lie, nor flatter fools or knaves. Yet 
theſe memoirs will not ſee the light till 
I ſhall ſee-it no more. So ſhall I ſhun 
the reproaches, or puny reſentment 
of the little low hateful fellows, of 
whom I make mention in my true hiſ- 
tory : for the dead laugh at the living. 
But you, madam, what do you do 
in your leiſure-hours, which are pretty 
frequent ? for you are at no loſs how 


to live with yourſelf, Do you read 
the charming hermit * of Fernay ? 
Do you think of me? Do you pray 
to God for thoſe who love you? All 
thoſe occupations are good and Jau- 

L 4 dable ; 


* Voltaire, 
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able; and therefore I * them to 
be yours. 


I am aſhamed that young perſons 
. ſhould be daily ſetting. me the example 
of flight from the world, without my 
having the courage to imitate them : 
1 deſpiſe it ſincerely, but I could wiſh 
to do more. The fair counteſs of 


Neuville has all of a ſudden ruſhed 


into deep e devotion. She hears prayers 


four times a day, communicates every 
week, and never caſts an eye upon a 
man: ſhe ſees none but her huſband 
and her confeſſor. I honor her reſo- 


lution and her courage: but I am 


afraid ſne will not perſevere, and it 


were great pity. Let us alſo become 
con- 


N 
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converts, but without noiſe or ſhow, 
and without any ſort of affectation. 
Fare wel, my deareſt: if this hint da 
not pleaſe you, giye a better. 


= 


To mr. BERRIER 1761, 


HE french are an admirable 

people. How happy is a king 
to have ſuch ſubjects! We are going 
then to have a powerful marine a vo- 
luntary preſent of the nation. I am 
ſurpriſed and enchanted at this zeal 
which animates all ranks to: furniſh 
ſhips for the public ſervice. They 
who pretend that the patriot- flame 
burns briſker in republics than in 
monarchies, have only to quote me 
the inſtance of a free ſtate, where 
private perſons have ſupplied thirty 


| ſhips 
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ſhips of the line, without ſo much as 
being deſired, if they would have me 
to believe them. The king is melted ; 
neyer did he ſo much love his people. 
| Yet I dread this ſuccor's coming too 
late: however it ſhall not be loſt for 
that, and will ſerye on another occar 
fon, The engliſh hate the french 
with all their heart, and the french 
deteſt them with like ſincerity, 
They are always at war, at leaſt in- 
tentionally; and when they lay down 
their arms through wearineſs or ex- 
hauſtion, it is in order to take them 
up again with greater fury. But, fir, 
might not ſomething be attempted for 
a moment? England is entirely diſ- 

— mantled ; 
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mantled : her fleets purſue us to both 
the indies. Might not the opportu- 
nity be improved to make a ſecond 
attempt, as fruitleſs perhaps as the 
former? This has run in my head 
ſome days paſt; and if it is a dream, 
it is at leaſt the dream of a true 
frenchwoman. | Do in it as you will, 
or as you can; I ſhall ſpeak of it to 
nobody, not even to the grand ſenior. 
Madam de Carouge craves an em- 
ployment for her ſon; I believe he 
deſerves it : it is a family where cou- 
rage is hereditary, ' and which has 
always done faithful ſervice. As for 
experience, it will come 4 he 15 young: 
T loye yourg people; they are docible, 
28 | and 
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and delight to inform themſelves, 
For the old, they are intractable when, 
they once have taken their ſer: they 
are inſupportable i in buſineſs as in 
love. 8 5 | 

What you call my favor i is a ſmall 
matter: it is not that which ſupports 
you, but your own merit : to it, you 
ow every thing; mind that. Some- 
times I am attended to, often contra- 
dicted; ſometimes I give good coun- 
ſels, often are bad ones laid to my 
charge. But, in general, be ſure that 
my power is much limited, and I 
ſhould not be ſorry were it more fo, 
that I might live only to myſelf. 
Meantime I love and ſerve with all 
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my power thoſe who faithfully ſerve 
their king and country. As you are 
of the number, it is impoſſible for me 
not to wiſh you well. Let your ene- 


mies and mine clamor on, and do you 


continue to render yourſelf worthy 
the eſteem of their betters. | 
I am, &c. 
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LETTER XLVII 
To the count of ST, FLORENTIN« 
rn E AR count, I recommend to 
you a very hopeful young man, 
] love his protectors, and have great 


| eſteem for his family, where honor 
and abilities are in a manner natural, 
Theſe motives would ſuffice to you to 
advance him : but for their operation 
it is neceſſary to make him known to 
you. 

At this moment I have a letter from 
mr. Paris, familiarly demanding things 
impoſſible, though I had already told 
him that I had neither power nor in- 
_ Clination to ſerve him. I pray you 
3 | 


L 60 J 
tell him ſo again: for I will not an- 
ſwer him. I admire the holy front of 
thoſe gentlemen : when once they have 
taken it into their heads that they ſup- 
port t the cauſe of heaven, they talk 
and act with a haughtineſs which God 
cannot approve, and which i is certainly 


ioſupportable to men. It is not favors 


they aſk, but orders they give. I 
imagine, count, that your department 
muſt be of all the moſt diſagreable; 


for, if you will ſpeak ſenſe to eccle- 


ſiaſtics, they contradict you by a pal: 


ſage from the Bible: I am in pain to 


know whether thar race of men be as 


neceſſary to the world as it is trouble- 
ſom to it. True it is that we have 


authority 1 in our handg; and this 18 


what 


98 } 
what grieves them greatly: let us 
guard it with care, and make it 
feared, leſt they make themſelves 
feared in their turn, and ſubject the 
crown to the miter, | 
But as to my young man, if you 
have nothing at preſent that may ſuit 
him, he will ſtay : I do not deſire you 


to diſplace any one, or to do an injury 


to another in order to oblige me. 


Jam, &c, 
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LE TT ER XLVUL 


To the cardinal de BERN1s. © 

OUR fituation touches me, 

though you have deſerved it; 
and if I could change your fortune, I 
ſtill would do it, as if you were worthy 
of it. But there are ſome things 
which I can neither aſk nor obtain. 
Remember what you were ſome years 
ago : you were poor, but happy and 
amiable : your ambition and my kind- 
neſs ſpoiled you. Scarce had you got 
into office, when the difference ap- 


peared between the knack of making 


little 


* 


* Who had been ambaſſador at Vienna, and 
afterwards miniſter of ſtate. 
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little verſes and the art of governing. 
The faults you daily committed in the 
moſt difficult of departments, grieved 
me: but I durſt not believe you in- 
capable, and J attributed to the want 
of experience what I ought to have L 
attributed to the want of underſtan- 
ding. I hoped on, till it proved indif- 
penſable to diſmiſs you. You are not 
ignorant that I have perſonally much 
to complain of you: nevertheleſs, 
all my reſentment confines itſelf to 
ſpeak neither good nor ill of you. I 
kept the ſilence that became me; 
and, if you have at laſt faln a ſacri- 
fice, it is not to me, but to the pub- 
lic. Yet talk we ſeriouſly: why do 
you ſo bitterly deplore your pretended 

| M 2 diſgrace ? 
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diſgrace ? What have you loſt? the 
uneaſineſſes and torments of ambition; 
and you have recovered reſt and li- 


berty with a great revenue and high 


dignities. You are unfortunate in 


one particular; which is, not to be 


ſenſible of your immediate happineſs, 
and to regret the trouble, ſolicitude, 
and pain that attend the adminiſtration 
of public affairs. All theſe reflexions 
are juſt, though my heart does not 
taſte them ſo truly as my head: and 
were I in your place, I ſhould perhaps 


be as weak as yourſelf ; but I ſhould 


bluſh at my weakneſs, and tell it to 
nobody. I am aſhamed to preach to 
you: it was rather from you that ! 
ought to have expected animations to 

ſiüſſer 


* 
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ſuffer patiently the vanities of the 


world and of grandeur. 


To return to the ſubject of your 
letter, this is my reſolution, which 1 


ſhall never alter. I never ſhall op- 


pole your return, or the favors that 


may be deſigned you, and which you 
deſire. But, ſhould that happen, do 
not take the trouble of thanking me 
for them : for be aſſured I ſhall have 


no ſhare in them, &c. 


W 


ſals, that the Court of London was not 
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LETTER XIIX. 


To mr. de BUSSI, 


E immediately judged by mr. 
Stanley's extravagant propo- 


ſeriouſly diſpoſed to peace; and your 
diſpatches confirm our opinion. Mr. 
Pitt 1s a quibbler, who treats not in 
earneſt : he is but playing a farce, 
However we muſt carry it through, 
and prove the engliſh in the wrong 
before all Europe, by expoſing their 
ambition and diſinclination to peace. 


Yet i it is not doubted here that in the 


main they have almoſt as much need 
of i it as We. Their debt 1 immenſe 
ö * 


2 
(en 
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and daily increaſing; ſoldiers and ſai- 
lors begin to fail them; and 1 know 
not whether their credit, which is their 


ſole ſupport, will be able to ſtand 


much longer : properly ſpeaking, our 


wars with that nation are mere mer- 


cantile wars, and ſo much the harder 
to terminate, becauſe the ſpirit of 
commerce will admit no rival. A 


thouſand individuals of London, who 


make great fortunes by the ruin and 
maſſacre of their very countrymen, 
could wiſh the cruel game to laſt for 


ever. They can eaſily purchaſe the 


miniſtry and parliament in a country 
where everything is to be ſold; ſo 
that, when the merchants have declared 
war on the royal exchange, it muſt be 
M4 — gedlared 
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declared at St. Jameſes within half a 
year or a twelvemonth after. Such is 
the great obſtacle to peace, till the 
king of England ſhall have miniſters 
of honor enough to wiſh the public 
weal, and to deſpiſe the clamers and 
money of thoſe who enrich themſelves 
by the deſolation of the people. 

I You fay your ſituation at London 
is very diſagreable: I do not doubt i. 
You are expoſed to the inſults of a bru- 
tal people, and to the contempt of an 
arrogant miniſter. We here ſet you 
the example of patience : ſuffer gene- 
rouſly for your king and country : 
and earn the true glory of a citizen. 


In your negotiations eonduct your- 


bak with modeſty without meanneſ : 


haughtineſs 


„14 
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haughtineſs is ridiculous in the van- 
quiſhed. Whatever be the ſucceſs 
of this attempt, endeavor above all 
to do honor at once to yourſelf and 
your friends. Preſent my moſt hum- 
ble reſpects to that perſonage who has 
much power and good-will towards 
us. Concert meaſures with that 
friend; make us more ſuch; prepon- 
derate, if poſſible, by the weight of 
the worthy, the faction of low and 
intereſted men, who prefer the 
war that enriches them, to the peace 
that enriches only their country. 


* * 2 


I am, &c. 
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LETTER L. 

To the lady of the marſhal BR 06110, 
Wu . 

TAD AN, your letter does me 
honor, and your grief touches 
me greatly; but it is impoſſible for me 
to relieve you. The king is very 
angry, and I believe that the marſhal 
is not blameleſs. He would vanquiſh 
alone, and he has been vanquiſhed. 
His antagoniſt defends himſelf 
ſtoutly; he has / a letter in his pocket 
that ſeems to juſtify him. Yet am I 
ready to allow any thing in favor of 
the marſhal: he is brave, he under- 
ſtands war perfectly; he is ſaid to be 
our 


# uns 1 
our only captain whom the enemy 
fears and regards, and the only who 
can make us forget count Saxe, who 
was the tutelar angel of France. 
Thus his glory 1s ſecure, and indem- 
nifies him abundantly for the loſs of 
favor. Many are therefore the 
grounds of conſolation, madam, till 
ſuch time as fortune ſhall change. 
The king is gracious, he has much 
eſteem for the marſhal ; and you have 
every thing to hope. You mult let 
the ſtorm blow over, which cannot 
laſt; and you will ſee happier days. 


In this country merit is not always 


forgot, and it is always wanted. 
amy Ace © 
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LETTER LI. 
To the marſhal de SOUBISE. 1761. 


| Yeſterday ſaw the jolly german 
prince“, who mentioned you with 
great eſteem : he doubtleſs knew he 
did me pleaſure. Hie owns that you 


have not always been fortunate in war, 


but is convinced you have always de- 


ſerved to be ſo. The famous Turenne 
loſt battles: take comfort. The king 
however 1s very melancholy : this con- 
ſtant train of ill ſucceſs in the moſt 


zuſt and neceſſary war that ever was, 


ſenſibly diſtreſſes his ee heart, 


>. 


_— 4 


* — of Naſſau-Saerbruck. 


E 
He ſuffers from whatever his people 


ſuffer: he ſigns no edict of impoſt 
but with a groan. One muſt have 
ſeen him in theſe times of humiliation 
and adverſity, to judge with propriety 
of him: he has a fine and generous 
foul. Right 1s for us, and heaven 
for our enemies : adore we the deep 
deſigns of providence. 

Be this how it may, the laſt ws | 
has been put to what is called a maſ- 


terpiece of politics, the family-compat? ; 


and, what France would not have 
dared either to aſk or to hope in hap- : 
pier times, ſhe has obtained in the 
midſt of her diſgraces. The french 
are now ſpaniards, and the ſpaniards 
are french, Now 1s it peculiarly, 

| that 
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Lewis XIV. Much is expected from 
this ſtroke of ſtate, and the engliſh 
will not be over pleaſed with it. They 


to make head againſt the ſpaniards, 
who have a very fine fleet, a good army 
and good officers. It 1s reſolved to 


compel the portugueſe to declare 


themſelves : their neutrality is more 
prejudicial to our intereſt than an open 


war, by the ſuccours of every kind 


they miniſter to the engliſh, to whom 


they prove moſt humble ſervants. It 
is comical to ſee a king of fifty in tui- 
tion, with a fantom of authority, 


reigning without glory and without 


liberty. 


that Bere are no more pirenees, as ſaid 


will be obliged to ſeparate their force 


N 


E 
liberty. A nation, who has any 
ſenſe of honor, mult live or dy inde- 
pendant, and not render itſelf to no 
purpoſe a ridiculous and contemptible 
laye. The ſpaniſh miniſter behaves 
with much zeal and ardor. However 
it is thought that Portugal will refuſe 
to forſake the engliſh : the commer- 
cial intereſts of the two nations are ſo 
linked and complicated, that a rupture 
is regarded almoſt impoſſible. Where- 
fore the ſpaniards are ſeriouſly prepa- 
ring to make a voyage to Liſbon ; and 
France, notwithſtanding her urgent 
neceſſities, will not, be able to avoid 
ſending a body of troops thither. 
Such, marſhal, is our actual ſitua- 

3 tion, 
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ſtill fear 


little, but hop 


ing a 


tion, 
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much. 


your friends. &c. 
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